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A World Cup like no other

MAP 1: The tournament is hosted by three countries, the U.S., Canada and Mexico, which is a first. It is being held across 16
venues, which is the second-highest after the 2002 edition, when matches happened across 20 cities in South Korea and Japan
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Gallantry awards conferred
on security personnel; IAF
pilot receives Kirti Chakra

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Monday conferred
seven Kirti Chakras, in-
cluding two posthumously,
on personnel of the armed
forces for displaying raw
courage, unparalleled
bravery and total disregard
for personal safety in the
line of duty.

Air Commodore Pra-
santh Balakrishnan Nair,
an Indian Air Force pilot
and Gaganyatri, was also
among the recipients of
the Kirti Chakra, India’s se-
cond-highest  peacetime
gallantry award. Ms. Mur-
mu also conferred 15 Vir
Chakras, including three
posthumously, and 29
Shaurya Chakras, includ-
ing one posthumously, on
the personnel of the de-
fence forces, Central
Armed Police Forces and
State and Union Territory
police forces during Phase
1 of the Defence Investiture
Ceremony hosted at Rash-
trapati Bhavan, the De-
fence Ministry said.

Lt. Commander Dilna K.
and Lt. Commander Roopa
A. of the Navy were among
the Shaurya Chakra reci-
pients. The President pre-
sented the gallantry award

President Droupadi Murmu confers Kirti Chakra on Group Captain
Prasanth Balakrishnan Mair during a ceremony in New Delhi. pTi

to them for their bravery
and devotion to duty in
‘Navika Sagar Parikrama
2.

Lt. Commander Roopa
along with Lt. Commander
Dilna sailed over 25,600
nautical miles through the
Indian, Pacific, Atlantic
and Southern Oceans.

“While navigating
through the perilous Drake
Passage in stormy condi-
tions that caused the boat
to heel severely, regaining
control required excep-
tional skill and extraordin-
ary courage. During the ex-
pedition, they also became
the first Indians to reach
Point Nemo, the oceanic
Pole of Inaccessibility, by
sailboat,” reads the citation
in a post on X by the Rash-
trapati Bhavan.

Lance Naik Meenatchi

EPR B
e Ms. Murmu also conferred 15 Vir Chakras, including three posthumously, and 29 Shaurya
Chakras, including one posthumously, on the personnel of the defence forces, Central
Armed Police Forces and State and Union Territory police forces during Phase 1 of the
Defence Investiture Ceremony hosted at Rashtrapati Bhavan, the Defence Ministry said.

Y& HATET & 3HR, AT o AT $7aeT 3 AT TR IHehIoT FARIE F TYH =TT &
ERTeT T&TT e, he T TRIET YTerg Foll AT AT T heRiMieT Fereit i gior & Hiadi 1 15 4R
e, ToIeTa et Ao enfdrer §, 7am 29 ol =, foiere va AR 2nfde &, wer o

Sundarama of Rashtriya Ri-
fles, Naib Subedar Dolesh-
war Subba of Para (Special
Forces), Major Arshdeep
Singh of Assam Rifles and
Captain Lalrinawma Sailo
of Para (Special Forces)
have also been conferred
the Kirti Chakra, according
to the list of awardees
shared by the government.

Sepoy Janjal Pravin
Prabhakar of the Mahar
Regiment of Rashtriya Ri-
fles and Lt. Shashank Tiwa-
ri of the Sikkim Scouts
have been conferred the
Kirti Chakra
posthumously.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi also attended the
ceremony. In a post on X,
he said, “We are proud of
their extraordinary cour-
age, commitment and self-
less service to the nation.”

| Wartime Award | Peacetime Equivalent |
Param Vir Chakra  |/Ashoka Chakra |
Maha Vir Chakra  ||Kirti Chakra |
Vir Chakra ||Shaurya Chakra |

09J6. Gallantry awards
conferred on security
personnel; IAF pilot receives
Kirti Chakra

L& HAAT FY <1 WEHR
yereT T are; SR arg dar &
Waﬁﬁﬁﬁmgsn

e President Droupadi Murmu
on Monday conferred seven Kirti
Chakras, including two
posthumously, on personnel of the
armed forces for displaying raw
courage, unparalleled bravery and total
disregard for personal safety in the line
of duty.

Trsgafer gladY 73 A WHaTR T FAE
Foll 3 AT T HcicT ITeled & SRTT
3EFT AEd, A aRar AR
SHTFIITT GRETT hT qUT 39&TT T Feeiet
Fel o forT a1 Ffe T, ST QY
AN A &, v fhu)

e Air Commodore Prasanth
Balakrishnan Nair, an Indian Air Force
pilot and Gaganyatri, was also among
the recipients of the Kirti Chakra,

India’s second-highest peacetime
gallantry award.

HRC G Aell & FrFere 3R Teraam
T FASN FATT STAFSOT AT 317
et a6 aredRansit 7 anfAe &, S
I T QATTcTehTel 3T GERT Hafed IR
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Modi to complete 4,399 days as PM, set new record
Fes ]

Nistula Hebbar
_ NEW DELHI

As numbers go, 4,399 will
not appear significant in it-
self except to mathemati-
cians who may find value
in the odds and evens
around it, but for political
observers, it marks a wa-
tershed moment in the his-
tory of post-Independence

di becomes the longest
continuously serving elect-
ed Prime Minister of the
country.

On June 10, Mr. Modi
will be crossing the record
set by India’s first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru,
who was elected to the
post in 1952 (Nehru’s pre-
vious stint, from 1947-52,
was as head of an interim

tions were yet to be institu-
tionalised and held at the
time). Later, Indira Gandhi
had a fractured tenure to-
talling 14 years.

Mr. Modi’s tenure as PM
for 12 years, or 4,399 days,
therefore calls for closer
examination.

“Milestones do not de-
fine an epoch of transfor-
mation,” Ajay Singh, form-

Presidents Ram Nath Ko-
vind and Droupadi Murmu
said.

“The milestone of sur-
passing the record of form-
er Prime Minister Nehru is
remarkable yet Prime Mi-
nister Modi will be remem-
bered less for statistics and
more for reimagining In-
dia’s politics in the most
profound way In the arena

stands, without question,
as the most consequential
and transformative leader
in post-Independence In-
dia,” Mr. Singh said. He ar-
gues that while compari-
sons  between Prime
Ministers are redundant
since they are products of
a specific historical con-
text, Mr. Modi’s years at the
helm of affairs have to be

during which many of the
givens of Indian politics
were shattered.

The National Democrat-
ic Alliance government led
by Mr. Modi is marking 12
years in power this week.

The milestone of 4,399
days as Prime Minister is
somehow subsumed with-
in that, and history will
likely have a better view on

India, when Narendra Mo-  government since elec- er press secretary to of power politics he acknowledged as a period  what his tenure has meant

09J6. Modi to complete 4,399 days as PM, set new record
AYEY FeTers= & T 7 4,399 e @ F3r, 7141 Reprs wuriRa w3

e Narendra Modi becomes the longest continuously serving elected Prime Minister of
India

Ao A HRT & TG oS FAY dF JdR AT TeTAHA Tt

e As numbers go, 4,399 will not appear significant in itself except to mathematicians who may
find value in the odds and evens around it, but for political observers, it marks a watershed
moment in the history of post-Independence India, when Narendra Modi becomes the
longest continuously serving elected Prime Minister of the country.

TET3t T ZfSe & 4,399 319 3T & AT Tl =Tt gielt, fFarer AforcTait & it gaeh q# 3R
fawer gt ¥ & of Fandt €, e Totelifaie faeeivent & foIT I8 FacTaT-3a) $TRd & 3fgra &r
Teh HEcdqUT USTd &, ST e AT o0 & HGH ofel HHAY Teh oINAR {aiTeied TeeTa=T aeT ST

gl

e OnJune 10, Mr. Modi will be crossing the record set by India’s first Prime Minister
Jawabharlal Nehru, who was elected to the post in 1952.

10 STeT T AT AEY AR o TUH TAHAT STATGIATT AeE SaNT FATUT RIS hl IR T o9,
TSe¢ 1952 & 57 Ug, & folv faTfra foram aram am)|

o (Nehru’s previous stint, from 1947-52, was as head of an interim government since elections
were yet to be institutionalised and held at the time.)

(1947 & 1952 Tk 716% T Jd hriehlel Teh HARH TRAR & YHW & & & AT, Fih 37 THI
ek AT STAEAT HEATI T & FAAA 11 g5 L 3R Fofra 3N fiet w1gh v arw A1)

e Later, Indira Gandhi had a fractured tenure totalling 14 years.
mﬁéﬁvmﬂﬁﬁmmﬁﬁmgmgmu T T HTIhTel 8T

e Mr. Modi’s tenure as Prime Minister for 12 years, or 4,399 days, therefore calls for closer
examination.

3 YhR TUTAHAT & & 7 A Ay o1 12 aut 3720a1 4,399 et &7 swrieprer 18T faQewor &y #jer
FATR
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Sports Minister felicitates India
under-18 men’s and women’s teams

HOCKEY

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya felicitated the
Indian men and women’s
hockey teams here on
Monday for their stupen-
dous performance in the
recently concluded Un-
der-18 Asia Cup in Japan.

The men, led by Ketan
Kushwaha, were crowned
champion after defeating
host Japan 4-1 in the final in
Kakamigahara on Friday.
The minister handed a
cheque of ¥61.5 lakh to the
team.

On the other hand, the

women’s team, led by
Sweety Kujur, secured the
bronze medal after regis-
tering a 3-O win over Korea
in the bronze medal
match. Mandaviya handed
the team a cheque of 321
lakh.

“I would like to congrat-
ulate both the teams for
the hard work they have
put in for bringing laurels
for the country. The entire
nation is proud of you. I
would like to tell you that
this is just the start.

“There is no alternative
for hard work.

“Someone who has
scored 13 goals should
think of scoring 15 or more
goals.

“Someone who has
stopped 10 goals should
aim for not letting the op-
ponents even score one,”
said Mandaviya.

The minister also felici-
tated the best scorers Ash-
ish Tani Purti (men) and
Nousheen Naz (women_
and goalkeeper Ayush Ra-
jak, who saved 10 goals in
the tournament.

Rani and Sardar feted

The minister also felicitat-
ed former Indian hockey
captains Rani Rampal and
Sardar Singh, who were
the coaches of the Indian
women’s and men’s teams
respectively at the Asia
Cup.

09J6. Sports Minister
felicitates India under-18
men’s and women’s teams

o 7 A HRT Y 37=T-18
g%y vd Afgern dat wr geEarfaa
far

e Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya felicitated the Indian men
and women’s hockey teams here on
Monday for their stupendous
performance in the recently
concluded Under-18 Asia Cup in
Japan.

A #N FAAgE AT A HHIR H
T R Y gET 3R A grhr At
ﬁmﬁrﬁmﬁrmmgﬁrm-w
TfRAT FY 7 34 AR J&2ie & foIw
gFafad fonam|

e The men, led by Ketan
Kushwaha, were crowned champion
after defeating host Japan 4-1 in the
final in Kakamigahara on Friday.

T IR 1 ST A o
o SRR I HIHTHIERT H Wel T
WIgeTol H HoTdTel AT &l 4-1 8
g QAT S|

e On the other hand, the
women’s team, led by Sweety Kujur,

secured the bronze medal after reglsterlng a 3-0 win over Korea in the bronze medal match.
GE 3R, T F[ hT 3TATS aTell Aol ETF o HiTT Yeeh FHhTTel 3 HIAT HT 3-0 F gIhT
FIET 9GS gliad haT|
e Mandaviya handed the team a cheque of ¥21 lakh.
ASfaAT A &H ST T21 A1 T I Y fhaT|

e The minister also felicitated the best scorers Ashish Tani Purti (men) and Nousheen Naz
(women) and goalkeeper Ayush Rajak, who saved 10 goals in the tournament.

I A FaASS TR Amefiy aret gfet (qw) iR stelter arer (aAfeem) dum AMerhoR My ST A
o FEaTfere fohar, foiegiel gottete & 10 e S|

GS Paper 1: History

09 June 2026
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This famous photograph of Birsa Munda was reproduced in which
pioneering ethnographic work by Sarat Chandra Roy?

e Birsa Munda was a tribal leader from the Munda tribe of the
Chotanagpur region (present-day Jharkhand).

e Led the Ulgulan (The Great Tumult) movement (1899
1900) against British rule, zamindars, and moneylenders.

e Mobilized tribal communities to protect their traditional land
rights.

e Advocated the restoration of the Khuntkatti system
(community-based land ownership).

"
Visual Question:- .,
This famous photograph of Birsa Munda

was reproduced in which pioneering Sarat Chandra Roy (1 8711 942)

ethnographic work by Sarat Chandra
Roy?

e Sarat Chandra Roy is widely regarded as the Father of

Indian Ethnography and one of India's earliest professional anthropologists.

e Ethnography is the systematic study and description of peoples, cultures, customs,
and social life through direct fieldwork.

¢ Roy lived among tribal communities and documented their culture, traditions, laws,

religion, and social organization.

His major works include:

The Mundas and Their Country (1912)

The Oraons of Chota Nagpur (1915)

The Birhors (1925)

The Hill Bhuiyas of Orissa (1935)

GS Paper 1: Society 09 June 2026

TOPICS COVERED

09J6 | Why Census 2027 matters for development, democracy and representation

R, swdd 3R vfafafica & e SeeroreT 2027 F3i Ageaqo @

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 997193248 o
Website : patrioticias.in ¥

Page6



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Why Census 2027 matters for development,
democracy and representation

Census 2027, the world’s largest count of people within a national geography, is an overdue exercise with far-reaching implications; an accurate and

comprehensive count will ensure that no one is left behind and that policies, entitlements, and resources are guided by reliable data

Akshay Rout

ecord turnouts in the recently

concluded Assembly elections

have brought satisfaction to all

those who believe in the
ultimate say of numbers and counts in a
democracy. The only concern amid this
celebration is whether everyone who
needs to be counted has actually been
included. This sense of urgency should
equally drive the ongoing Census, the
mother of all counts.

The world’s largest-ever count of
people within a national geography got
underway on April 1, with the
commencement of the first of the two
phases of Census 2027. The first phase
will gather nationwide information on the
conditions, amenities, and assets of every
household. The second will collect critical
demographic and socio-economic
information, including details on
education, migration, fertility, and, of
course, caste.

Seriously overdue

The eighth Census since Independence
comes after a gap of 15 years instead of
the usual 10, owing first to the COVID-19
disruption and later to the Lok Sabha
elections. India has certainly been
missing an updated demographic
database. Public and private planning
alike have had to rely either on the 2011
Census or on informed extrapolations
from it.

There are other credible surveys,
including five rounds of the National
Family Health Survey (NFHS), but these
largely focus on health and nutrition. The
World Bank and various UN agencies have
also periodically conducted studies in
their areas of interest. The United Nations
Population Fund estimates India’s
population in 2025 at more than 146
crore. The population count in 2011 stood
at 121 crore, marking a growth of 17.7%
over the 2001 Census. Census 2027 is
expected to record an increase of 25-30
crore. That makes the case for an
accurate, secure, and comprehensive
national census even more urgent.

The purpose of the Census in colonial
India was to help the rulers govern more
efficiently and sustain the regime. In
post-Independence India, the Census has
served a different purpose: improving
governance and speeding up
multidimensional and inclusive
development. The 1951 Census,
expectedly, revealed dismal levels of
literacy, poverty, and life expectancy in a
country depleted by colonial rule. India in
2026-27 stands on a completely different
footing in terms of mobility, connectivity,
infrastructure, education, healthcare and
other indicators of living standards, which
await measurement.

Contested demography

The season of demographic politics is
here. Special intensive revision (SIR) is a
rebuilding of India’s electoral rolls; the
process has also prompted citizens to
ensure that they are counted and that
their names remain on the rolls.

One act was played in Parliament in
mid-April when women’s reservation
became a casualty of the fear of ‘biased’
delimitation of constituencies. New
electoral boundaries will ordinarily be
anchored in Census data, and the 33%

reserved seats for women in the
legislature will be tied to it. This way, the
Census exercise will have elaborate
implications for the country’s
representative democracy.

Another standout feature of Census
2027 is the inclusion of the caste question
for the first time. The matter has been on
the political agenda for years now, often
dragged into elections. The direction of
the debate after the release of the data
will be closely watched.

Existing reservations for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes will also
have the new Census as a reference.
Instead of belligerent battles fought over
caste, class, and community interests in
the electoral cauldron, getting duly
counted along these divisions could be a
constructive presentation of the case.
Affirmative action for marginalised
groups, provided under India’s legal and
constitutional framework and considered
as the fountainhead of social justice,
depends on systematic data drawn from
the Census.

Roti, kapda, makaan

The Census may appear not to offer any
individual profit, but most certainly it
does. Access to jobs, food, housing,
cooking gas, clean drinking water, safe
sanitation, schools, and hospitals are
among the expectations citizens have of
an elected government.

Accurately identifying needs and
deprivations through reliable databases
provides the basis for targeted delivery of
these welfare measures and public
services. Demographic profiles also

Census enumerators during a door-to-door survey of digital mapping for the Census at Shashi Garden, in New Delhi, on May 29. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

inform the Finance Commission’s
devolution of funds to States and local
bodies and even guide private-sector
investments in identified areas.

Public policy and service delivery can
falter when residents are not properly
counted under various buckets. Digital
data collection, being done for the first
time, could provide deeper and more
segregated identification of issues in
localities. Viewed from another
perspective, departmental dashboards for
social and infrastructural provisions could
face reality checks post-Census, against
their claims.

Guardrails of individual rights
Online self-enumeration, available for 15
days, preceding the survey and already
completed by over one crore households,
is an additional facilitation, but not
mandatory. Self-enumeration blends
digital empowerment with the right to
privacy and accuracy of personal data.
Inclusion is ensured by retaining the
manual option and language choices.
Census authorities loudly assure that ‘an
enumerator will definitely visit your
home.’ The Census Act, 1948, ensures the
protection of individual data in the face of
amalevolent and interconnected world.
In contemporary elections, population
groups look out for targeted benefits,
often casting votes in return. The ethical
and economic prudence of this bargain is
widely questioned. But a good Census
delivers the same without moral or fiscal
damage. While the government has
pitched the Census as an instrument of
development, citizens must proactively

grab the chance of getting counted.
Census in 2011 had the tagline ‘Our
Census, Our Future’; in 2027, it is ‘Our
Census, Our Development’. One could
hasten to add, ‘my census, my right”

Everyone’s task, everyone’s gain

High profile enumeration of the top brass
in the national and State capitals carries
great symbolism. But the true mandate of
the Census is to ensure that no one is left
behind and that no facts — or even
factoids — from the remotest hamlet or
the most crowded urban slum, regardless
of people’s circumstances, are excluded
from this long-overdue exercise.

Over three million census staffers will
have to overcome topographical and
social barriers as they go door to door to
complete this onerous task.

Although participation in the Census is
mandatory, public cooperation must be
driven by a heightened awareness of
self-interest rather than the apathy that
often characterises urban life. ‘Pragati’
and ‘Vikas’, the mascots of Census 2027,
are statements not only of the purpose,
but of equal role for men and women.

Millions of voters stood in line at
polling booths over the past two months
because they recognised the importance
of their vote, even though voting remains
optional. In an ocean of census
operations, every individual count
matters, just as every single vote matters
in a large election.

(Akshay Rout is a former Director General,
Election Commission of India and a Public
Policy Commentator. Views expressed are
personal)

09J6. Why Census 2027 matters for development, democracy and

representation
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R, AT ik gfafafics & fAw sieeroreT 2027 Fat Ageaqor §

e The United Nations Population Fund estimates India’s population in 2025 at more than 146
crore.

T ST TATEAT FIY & ITAR IV 2025 7 AN HT FAHEAT 146 F03 & 3778 8ot &7
3T g
e Census 2027 is expected to record an increase of 25-30 crore.

STAITOTAT 2027 H SIAHEAT H 25/ 30 FUF T g ol glet hl HavraaT &

e The Census may appear not to offer any individual profit, but most certainly it does.
STTATOTAT et 3 87cl €1 Fohdll T T FeraT ot o Sl eliel 8, foherc] arecial & U =181 &

e Access to jobs, food, housing, cooking gas, clean drinking water, safe sanitation, schools, and
hospitals are among the expectations citizens have of an elected government.

FrAUTe AR T AT THR & To7@ 96Tl &
o Demographic profiles also inform the Finance Commission’s devolution of funds to States
and local bodies and even guide private-sector investments in identified areas.

AT FIhTse fae 3TART SaRT T3T AR T At 1 AT o faaxor 7 o
TETT gl & T2 Rifeed &t ¥ s fFaer ar Aniede o e 8l

e Online self-enumeration, available for 15 days, preceding the survey and already completed
by over one crore households, is an additional facilitation, but not mandatory.

TIETOT & TEel SIS 15 Rl hr ieTelrgeT Ta-a10T=A1 i, fSieehr 39hT v #:03 § 3fw
TRaRT gaRT o o g 8, v sfaRea giawr , g ag i 78 81

e Self-enumeration blends digital empowerment with the right to privacy and accuracy of
personal data.

EF-3T0TeAT TS fSTeel FRIfehcTehtoT Y MU=NF el o 3R 3R cafeFdara sifenst I Qetrdm & ary
sl &

e Census in 2011 had the tagline ‘Our Census, Our Future’; in 2027, it is ‘Our Census,
Our Development’.

¥ 2011 FT FAMUTAT ST ART ‘THART STAUTAT, FART ATANI 2T, T 2027 H Ig ‘GART AT,
gART fasre Bl

e ‘Pragati’ and ‘Vikas’, the mascots of Census 2027, are statements not only of the purpose,
but of equal role for men and women.

‘garfer 3R FaHRT, S STAMUIAT 2027 & YF &, hael 36T I &1 w161 Sfesh Afgen3it 3R
ST BT FATT ${fART T 8 Telleh &1
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Questions and Answers to the 5. The Aral Sea dramatically shrank
previous daf’s daily quiz: 1. Why was | because of massive water giversicn 09J6. QUlZ
June 8 specifically chosen for World projects in the 1960s on two major rivers.
Oceans Day and when was it first Name the rivers. Ans: Amu Darya and
observed? Ans: It was on this datein | SyrDarya 1. Why was June 8 chosen for World
the 1992 Earth Summit that the 6. What is a ‘seamount’? Ans: A Oceans Day and when was it first
concept was introduced by the submarine volcanic mountain rising observed?
Oceans Institute of Canada and the at least 1,000 metres above the
International Centre for Ocean surrounding deep-sea floor

e June 8 was chosen because the

Development. 2009. 7. What body of water separates .

2. How many oceans are officially Madagascar from the African continent? concept of World Oceans Day was first
recognised and which is the smallest? | Ans: Mozambique Channel proposed on 8 June 1992 at the Earth
Ans: Five with Arctic being the 8. Which ‘colourful’ sea’s name is a direct Summit (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro,
smallest translation of its ancient Greek name Brazil by the Oceans Institute of

3. whiclj distinct chara-?teristic of Erythra Thalassa? Ans: Red Sea Canada and the International Centre for
oceans is because of mineral runlo_ﬂ‘ Visual: Nalrr:le th_is mem.ber of the Ocean Develo pm ent.

from land and hydrothermal activity on | deepest-living fish family that have been . . .

the seafloor? Ans: Saltiness recorded in trenches of over 8000m. Ans: A The United Nations officially

4. If the average global temperature Snailfish designated 8 June as World Oceans Day
rises by 1.5°C, the estimated loss of Early Birds: Jha Akshay Amarendra | in 2008, and the first official UN

which remarkable biodiverse natural Kaveesh Sethi | Pranab Biswas | Deepak observance took place in 2009.

feature is 70 to 90%? Ans: Coral reefs Jiloha | Soumyabrata Kar e The day aims to raise awareness

about ocean conservation, sustainable use of marine resources, and the ocean’s role in
climate regulation and human livelihoods.

2. How many oceans are officially recognised and which is the smallest?

e There are five officially recognised oceans: the Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian
Ocean, Southern Ocean, and Arctic Ocean.

e The Arctic Ocean is the smallest and shallowest of them, covering about 14 million square
kilometres.

3. Which distinct characteristic of oceans is because of mineral runoff from land and
hydrothermal activity on the seafloor?

e Ocean water contains dissolved salts primarily because rivers carry minerals weathered from
rocks on land into the sea.

e Additionally, hydrothermal vents on the seafloor release minerals from Earth’s interior into
ocean waters. Sodium and chloride are the most abundant ions, giving seawater its salty
taste.

e The average ocean salinity is about 35 parts per thousand (35%o).

e Salinity influences ocean circulation, marine biodiversity, climate systems, and the distribution
of marine organisms across different ocean regions.

4. If the average global temperature rises by 1.5°C, the estimated loss of which remarkable
biodiverse natural feature is 70-90%?

e  According to scientific assessments of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), a global temperature increase of 1.5°C could lead to the loss of 70-90% of the
world’s coral reefs.

e Coral reefs support nearly 25% of all marine species, despite covering less than 1% of the
ocean floor.

e Rising sea temperatures cause coral bleaching, where corals expel the algae essential for
their survival.

e Coral reef decline threatens biodiversity, fisheries, coastal protection, and the livelihoods of
millions of people worldwide.

5. The Aral Sea dramatically shrank because of massive water diversion projects in the 1960s
on two major rivers. Name the rivers.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in S

Page9



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

e The two rivers are the Amu Darya and the Syr Darya. During the 1960s, large-scale irrigation
projects in the former Soviet Union diverted water from these rivers to support cotton
cultivation in Central Asia.

e As aresult, the Aral Sea lost most of its inflow and shrank dramatically, becoming one of the
world's worst environmental disasters.

e The shrinking sea caused ecological degradation, increased salinity, collapse of fisheries,
dust storms carrying toxic sediments, and severe health and economic impacts on local
communities.

6. What is a ‘seamount’?

e A seamount is an underwater volcanic mountain that rises at least 1,000 metres above the
surrounding deep-sea floor but does not reach the ocean surface.

e Most seamounts are formed by volcanic activity associated with tectonic plate movements or
hotspots.

7. What body of water separates Madagascar from the African continent?

e The Mozambique Channel separates Madagascar from mainland Africa, specifically from
Mozambique. It is the longest channel in the world, extending approximately 1,600
kilometres.

e The channel forms an important part of the western Indian Ocean and serves as a major
route for marine transportation and ocean circulation.

8. Which ‘colourful’ sea’s name is a direct translation of its ancient Greek name Erythra
Thalassa?

o The ancient Greek name “Erythra Thalassa” literally translates to “Red Sea.” Located
between northeastern Africa and the Arabian Peninsula, the Red Sea is one of the saltiest
bodies of seawater connected to an ocean.

e Its name may have originated from seasonal blooms of reddish-coloured cyanobacteria
(Trichodesmium erythraeum) or from the surrounding reddish mountains.

e The sea is renowned for its exceptional coral reefs, rich marine biodiversity, and strategic
importance for global shipping through the Suez Canal.

Mauritius rejects reported move 09J6. Mauritius rejects reported move by Trump
by Trump to buy Chagos Islands to buy Chagos Islands

AN g7 @l A €7 A FAT g F AN
GRS faar

e  “Mauritius’s position remains unchanged: its
sovereignty over the Chagos is non-negotiable,” it said.

4OS |: Geography | e
A

Mauritius said on Monday that it had not received any proposal
from the [Donald] Trump administration on the Chagos Islands,
after the Telegraph reported that the White House was planning to
buy the islands. “Mauritius’s position remains unchanged: its
sovereignty over the Chagos is non-negotiable,” it said. REUTERS
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Houthis claim missile attack, declare
‘total ban’ on Israeli ships in Red Sea

Yemen-based Iran-aligned group launches air attack on Israel, says Israel-affiliated ships would again become a target in the

Red Sea; the escalation comes as the Strait of Hormuz remains blockaded by Iran due to the war in West Asia with the US.

ence France-Presse
SANAA

bels in Yemen an-

nounced a missile at-
tack on Israel on Monday
and declared a ban on Is-
raeli shipping in the Red
Sea, raising the spectre of a
return to major disruption
on the key route.

The Houthis’ attack
came as Israel and Iran
traded fire on Monday, put-
ting the ceasefire under re-
newed strain and threaten-
ing hopes for a peace deal.

The Houthis made a si-
milar threat and targeted
cargo ships in the vital sea-
way during the Israel-Ha-
mas war, forcing many
companies into a lengthy
detour around the tip of

l ran-aligned Houthi re-

09J6. Houthis claim missile attack, declare ‘total ban’ on Israeli ships in Red

Sea

gt Rt 3 s gover &1 aman v, arer amR # gorrselt SeTet v qof wfaer

# "o

War fallout: Two men examine a rocket half-buried in the ground

near the West Bank city of Jericho on Monday. AFP

southern Africa. The as-
saults upended shipping in
the Red Sea, through
which about $1 trillion of
goods passed each year be-
fore the war.

Their threat comes as
the Strait of Hormuz, the
gateway to the Gulf sea and

its energy exporters, re-
mains blockaded by Iran as
a result of the war in West
Asia with the US. and
Israel.

‘Legitimate targets’
“We declare a complete
and total ban on Israeli

maritime navigation in the
Red Sea,” said a statement
from the Houthis’ armed
forces. “We consider all
enemy movements to be
legitimate military targets
for our armed forces from
the moment this statement
is issued.”

The statement from Bri-
gadier General Yahya Saree
was broadcast on the
Houthis’ al-Masirah satel-
lite news channel.

The Houthis, who
joined the war in support
of Iran in March, had not
announced a missile attack
on Israel since a fragile cea-
sefire began on April 8.

The Houthis have fired
missiles at Israel during the
Israel-Hamas war and later,
but haven’t been fully in-
volved in the Iran war.

They said they
“launched a missile bar-
rage targeting sensitive Is-
raeli enemy targets”,
claiming the strikes
“achieved their objectives
with precision”.

The Israeli military ear-
lier wrote on Telegram that
it “has identified the
launch of a missile from Ye-
men toward Israeli territo-
ry, aerial defence systems
are operating to intercept
the threat”.

An Israeli military offi-
cial said two missiles were
fired by the Houthis since
Sunday evening.

The Houthis and Leba-
non-based Hezbollah form
part of the “Axis of Resis-
tance” grouping of pro-
Iran forces opposed to Is-
rael and the United States.

e The Houthis and Lebanon-based Hezbollah form part of the “Axis of Resistance”

grouping of pro-Iran forces opposed to Israel and the United States.
o g 3R e U Resgeae “vfFaw 3w Wedw” wmr §0a g wayg 1 e g, o
SIS 3R FIFA AT FAREHT 7 faRIeT AT B |
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A troubling judgment and endorsement of the SIR

he judgment of the Supreme Court of

India, delivered on May 27, 2026, on

the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of

electoral rolls, has thrown up many
disturbing questions about the powers, the role
and the conduct of the Election Commission of
India (ECI) in the context of the exercise of its
powers in the preparation and revision of
electoral rolls.

Although this case is related to the
operationalisation of the SIR in Bihar, the issues
dealt with by the Court and its findings have
far-reaching implications for the right of Indian
citizens to be included in electoral rolls. In its
124-page judgment, the Court dealt with all the
important points raised by the petitioners against
the SIR but refused to concede even a single one
of them. On the other hand, the Court accepted
all the arguments made by the ECI and further
elucidated them.

Revisiting electoral roll revision

When the SIR was begun in Bihar just a few
months before the Assembly election in Bihar, in
2025, serious reservations were expressed about
the advisability of undertaking such a
comprehensive and intensive revision of the
electoral rolls in such haste. Apart from the
inexplicably compressed timeline for completing
the intensive revision of the electoral rolls,
serious questions were raised about the statutory
backing for such an exercise. There have been a
number of articles in this daily highlighting the
ECI's deviations from statutory provisions in the
implementation of the SIR. So, in light of the
Court’s judgment upholding the ECI's actions and
methods, it is useful to revisit the statutory and
constitutional provisions governing electoral roll
preparation and revision and assess the judgment
accordingly.

Article 325 of the Constitution declares that
there shall be one general electoral roll for every
territorial constituency in the country and that no
person shall be ineligible for inclusion in such a
roll solely on the grounds of religion, race, caste,
sex, or any of them. Article 326 says that the
elections to the Lok Sabha and the Assemblies
shall be on the basis of adult suffrage — which
means every citizen who is 18 years and above is
entitled to be registered as a voter at any such
election. The other condition for inclusion in the
roll is that he should not be disqualified under
the Constitution or any law. Article 327 empowers
Parliament to make laws for dealing with all
aspects of elections including the preparation of
electoral rolls. Article 324 confers the power to
prepare the rolls and conduct the elections on
the ECI. Preparation of electoral rolls which

,
P.D.T. Achary

Former Secretary
General, Lok Sabha

The top court’s
verdict raises
constitutional
concerns and
casts a shadow
over past
electoral rolls

includes revision is governed by the
Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1950 and
the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960. Section
21 of the RP Act deals with preparation and
revision of the electoral rolls. Sections 21(2) and
(3) which contained the framework of revision
say in (a)(i)/(ii), electoral roll shall be revised
before each general election to the Lok Sabha or
the Assembly and before each by-election, (b) the
roll shall be revised in any year if directed by the
ECI; and Section 21(3) says that the ECI may do a
special revision of the roll for any constituency or
part of a constituency at any time after recording
the reasons for such revision. Rule 25 of the
Registration of Electors Rules says that the
revision of the rolls under Section 21 (2) of the Act
before the general election or by-election can be
summary or intensive, which clearly implies that
such revision just before the general election can
be only summary considering the elaborate
scheme of an intensive revision under the rules.

The framework

The question, then, is: under which category of
revision does the SIR fall? The Court says that it is
traceable to Section 21(3) which deals with a
special revision in any constituency or a part of a
constituency. But the clause does not permit an
intensive revision but only a special revision. SIR
is a special and intensive revision of the rolls.
Intensive revision according to Rule 25 is done
only under Section 21(2) and not 21(3) of the Act
as the judgment claims. A careful reading of
Sections 21(2) and (3) of the RP Act 1950 and Rule
25 of the Registration of Electors Rules 1960
would reveal that an intensive revision of the roll
in a State can be undertaken only when the
general election or by-election is not due. It is
obvious that an intensive revision is not
contemplated by the law when the elections are
due because of the comprehensive nature of the
revision which requires a much longer time to
complete.

Now, as regards the special revision under
Section 21(3), it is actually meant to be done ina
constituency or a part of a constituency and not
the whole State or the country. The claim made
in the judgment that “any constituency” means
all constituencies does not square with the
context. The word “any” may mean ‘all’ in some
contexts whereas it would mean ‘single’ in some
other context. The words “or a part of
constituency” following “any constituency” make
it clear that the special revision is meant to be
done only in a constituency or part of it. When
intensive revision is clearly provided in Section
21(2) there is no need to provide the same in
Section 21(3). Special revision may become

09J6. A troubling judgment and endorsement of the SIR
THIEHR (SIR) & FAYA TYUT 30H FafAd v Rideras s Ay

necessary in some constituencies because of, say,
the large-scale influx of people into that area
from a neighbouring area. Special revision is
done in a manner fixed by the ECI whereas
intensive revision under Section 21(2) needs to be
done as per the prescribed procedure.

The analysis above would show that the entire
SIR exercise is being done under a wrong
provision of law. In the States of Bihar, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala and West Bengal, the SIR was done
a few months before the Assembly election.
Under Section 21(2)(a) read with Rules 25 only a
summary revision was possible before the
Assembly election. But the ECI went ahead with
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) in clear
deviation from the scheme of the law, resulting in
the deletion of millions of voters from the
electoral rolls without providing them any
effective redress.

The issue of citizenship
The judgment grants great freedom to the ECI in
the matter of determining the documents to
prove citizenship. The crucial point is whether
the ECI can determine what documents are
required to prove citizenship. This is a function to
be performed by the Home Ministry as it
administers the law on citizenship. The ECIs role
is to verify citizen-related documents. What
actually happened was that the ECI announced a
list of documents and asked the voters to produce
them. The ECI was simply usurping the role of
the Union Home Ministry. It is extremely
surprising that during the hearing the Supreme
Court did not ask the Union Home Ministry to file
an affidavit containing the list of documents
required to prove citizenship. The Court has now
conceded the ECI’s authority to determine the
question of citizenship for the purpose of
inclusion in or exclusion from the electoral rolls,
while leaving the larger question of citizenship to
the competent authority, namely the Ministry of
Home Affairs. The Ministry of Home Affairs will
now have to decide the cases of millions of Indian
citizens who will never be able to vote in their
lifetime and who will face numerous disabilities
arising from the denial of citizenship, albeit ona
tentative basis.

The Court has hitherto applauded the work
done all these years by the ECI since its
establisk But the SIR jud, speaks
about the “cumulative inaccuracies in the voters
list” and the “structural deficiencies that
pervaded the entire roll” in the past. Itis a
damning indictment of the preparation and the
revision of electoral rolls done by the ECI in the
past. The judgment need not have gone to such
an extent in order to justify the SIR of 2025.

Article 325 of the Constitution declares that there shall be one general electoral roll for every
territorial constituency in the country and that no person shall be ineligible for inclusion in
such a roll solely on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, or any of them.

HIATe T AHeTede 325 AT AT & foh 2T o Tedeh TSR fo¥afieret 819 & fow veh ameg

FTeTaT gt graf 3R Forer 8 cafere l sharel €3, a7l ST, ToiaT 3rerar got & el 3R oY
FASTAT i 7 AT gl & afrd w¥gl feham Sream|
Article 326 says that the elections to the Lok Sabha and the Assemblies shall be on the basis

of adult suffrage — which means every citizen who is 18 years and above is entitled to be
registered as a voter at any such election.

HTTBE 326 o ITHAR WANhTAT 3R [AUTATHIIT & FeolTa TIEh AAUHR o TR W g,
TSrerehT 372 € o6 18 a1 T 3T 31TReh 317 T Fedeh AR HAGTAT oh & H Toiighe] glel b

3THR TWAT R |

The other condition for inclusion in the roll is that he should not be disqualified under the

Constitution or any law.

FTCTdT T 7 enfAer gl T qady et e © 6 g Afaenet srurar fndd fafer & siceta sriea

¥ o fpar arar grl
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Article 327 empowers Parliament to make laws for dealing with all aspects of elections
including the preparation of electoral rolls.

DG 327 TS 1 oiral o Tl g3t Toraed Fererdr it & ramy of «nfder 8, & deferd
FIeTeT Sellel ol 3TARR YeTel T B |
Article 324 confers the power to prepare the rolls and conduct the elections on the ECI.

HTedT 324 TAaTerel 3T T FACTAT AT AR A 3R FeATd Aered hlled T AT Feile

EXGIRS
Preparation of electoral rolls which includes revision is governed by the Representation of
the People Act, 1950 and the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.

HSTCT et hr amY R gerietor S gfshar st gfafafres sifafags, 1950 aur faems
USHIeToT I g#, 1960 caRT A g B

Section 21 of the RP Act deals with preparation and revision of the electoral rolls.
Stet gfafafeica srfafage i 4rT 21 Aderdr G2t T ARY 3R ge1eTor & Feferd & |

Sections 21(2) and 21(3) which contained the framework of revision say that electoral roll
shall be revised before each general election to the Lok Sabha or the Assembly and before
each by-election.

YeIETOT hT FRGT fA e shdet arell €T 21(2) 3R 21(3) o ITHR clichstT, fatrr=asi aur
T 3TATT { Tgel HASTAT T T JA&T0T foham ST |

The roll shall be revised in any year if directed by the ECI.

e frararer 3t fader & A fandlr o o sHcrerelm Gt il gadieTor forar ST &har 1

And Section 21(3) says that the ECI may do a special revision of the roll for any constituency
or part of a constituency at any time after recording the reasons for such revision.

RT 21(3) % HTER foaTeret 3t forelt fovafTerat &t 3rerar 3@ah forely a7t & fw &vRoT &t et
& dTe; Rl o Fre faQIY Jodiator &Y et &1

Rule 25 of the Registration of Electors Rules says that the revision of the rolls under Section
21(2) of the Act before the general election or by-election can be summary or intensive.

faraere gsfisror fagat & faeer 25 & 31TaR T 1 arT 21(2) & 3ided A g
3127aT AT & T FCAGICH Y 1 IANETOT R 3Fral aTeet &Y v 21

The Court says that it is traceable to Section 21(3) which deals with a special revision in any
constituency or a part of a constituency.

ITATAYT T gl ¢ Toh SHPT TR URT 21(3) &, S TheT oaTasT &7 3rar 3T fha oeT &
farery gordiator & FafRd

But the clause does not permit an intensive revision but only a special revision.
fore T5 3T 16T JAIATOT B e, Afedh dhael AT JoAdaTor 1 ety a8
SIR is a special and intensive revision of the rolls.

faehy arger qerdiator Fcrerdr iRt S ARy Ut aTge gAdieTor

Intensive revision according to Rule 25 is done only under Section 21(2) and not 21(3) of the
Act as the judgment claims.

fAIaT 25 o AR TgeT YAQETOT Shalol URT 21(2) & ATl foham ST ®, o foh &RT 21(3)
379, ST fop fAoT & srgT T g

A careful reading of Sections 21(2) and 21(3) of the Representation of the People Act,
1950 and Rule 25 of the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960 would reveal that an

intensive revision of the roll in a State can be undertaken only when the general election or
by-election is not due.

st yfafafea siffawe, 1950 & 4wy 21(2) 31k 21(3) T2r AT gsfisor f@ga, 1960 F
forrar 25 7 AT de 31EAT Tg TUSC AT § T Fohell T 7 FHcferar T 1 aTg=t
YeRIGTOT shelel cT8tY TohalT ST HehdlT § STel WA YoATd AT 3T fotehe stfasar  frefia = gf|

Now, as regards the special revision under Section 21(3), it is actually meant to be done in a
constituency or a part of a constituency and not the whole State or the country.
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319 4RI 21(3) & AT fARAIT Yed1aToT hr STt Y Al S8ehT 3ecd fonelt Ueh fovaTeret &1 3reyar
35k ol 19T & JoAQ8T0T AT 8, o foh I I A7 T |

The claim made in the judgment that “any constituency” means all constituencies does not
square with the context.

foroTer 3 fora aram g grar fr “fonelY o fovaTaret a3 & 319l welt fovaTareT ava €, Heet & 31eTw a1t
STcitet greT|

The word “any” may mean ‘all’ in some contexts whereas it would mean ‘single’ in some other
context.

‘ol 81" eree; 7 319 o Hesll 7 Tl g1 o1 &, STefeh 37w Hesdt & sqet 31 v sl gt
ThaT gl

The words “or a part of constituency” following “any constituency” make it clear that the
special revision is meant to be done only in a constituency or part of it.

“Waﬂﬁa‘ra?ra#ar’%m%%m“mﬁﬁm”wwwﬁ%%%&hgﬁw
Fad heY e a7 312ar 35 het fReq 7 & fohar s g

When intensive revision is clearly provided in Section 21(2) there is no need to provide the
same in Section 21(3).

TS 3TgeT YeALIETOT ohT FUSE WITEITeT €RT 21(2) H Ugel & Hiolg 8, e 3§ 4T 21(3) & el &Y
PIS IMTRIHAT T8l g

Special revision is done in a manner fixed by the Election Commission of India whereas
intensive revision under Section 21(2) needs to be done as per the prescribed procedure.

Ty gerdieor 1R fo¥aTereT Jmaer gary fAeiRe geefa & @R f&har SiTar &, Sfafe ey 21(2)
o 37T ITgeT GoARI&TOT fAeTReT Fisha & 3aR foha Sifell 3aed ¢ |

The analysis above would show that the entire SIR exercise is being done under a wrong
provision of law.

IR faRAwoT g ST § 3 GOt fareh arger gerdiator Ufshar siefst & Teh aTold Faeet &
Jicerd garford 1 TR gl

Under Section 21(2)(a) read with Rule 25 only a summary revision was possible before the
Assembly election.

URT 21(2)(a) TUT fOIH 25 & HYFd AT o ITAR [T FofTa & Teol dharel Hiaieel
QALIETOT Y T8 T

But the Election Commission of India went ahead with the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) in clear deviation from the scheme of the law.

ﬁw—gmmmﬁwﬁmim@rmﬁammgcﬁmmww
31T S|

This resulted in the deletion of millions of voters from the electoral rolls without providing them
any effective redress.

38 IRUTHETEY ARl HAGTAI3 o AT FleldT Fradi & ger T a7v, 9 37 hig waidy T6d
T YRR 3TASE HITT|

The issue of citizenship

AT T 92T

The judgment grants great freedom to the Election Commission of India in the matter of
determining the documents to prove citizenship.

Ig ToI0TT SR foyaTeret 3TAeT o AR [Hets el {1 AT gEraef [FeiRd et &
ATHS H I TITTAT UeTeT AT &

The crucial point is whether the Election Commission of India can determine what
documents are required to prove citizenship.
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T 9T e § 1o a1 (R faTeret 3maver Ig fAeiRd T TehdT § 7o ARTReAdT ey kel &
T Fla-leT & gEaTast 3T g

e This is a function to be performed by the Home Ministry as it administers the law on
citizenship.

e 1A I[F HATTT ST [T ST AT Fi Tk AR Haeh FHlefail T FATHA 3 & 3refeT
gl

e The ECI'’s role is to verify citizen-related documents.
foraTaeT Jmiter 1 S7feT AT § Haftd GEATSl T HeATIeT et e WA ¢

e What actually happened was that the ECI announced a list of documents and asked the
voters to produce them.

Wﬁgmw%mmﬁmﬁw@mﬁwmﬁﬁﬁw
ol Al el

e The ECI was simply usurping the role of the Union Home Ministry.
58 Yo folalTeret 3T a&IcT: FdIT I[6 HATerT h 81{HhT b 31fcrsha0T Y TgT AT

e |tis extremely surprising that during the hearing the Supreme Court did not ask the Union

Home Ministry to file an affidavit containing the list of documents required to prove
citizenship.

Tg IHcTd 3MRTGsTeteh ¢ foh GoTars o aRTel Fafed wARITerd = FEIT I[F HATerT § AR
Teer tel & TOIT 3Taegeh eEdraslt S It AT ATUTT TEId et  =TgT Fel|

e The Court has now conceded the ECI’s authority to determine the question of citizenship for
the purpose of inclusion in or exclusion from the electoral rolls, while leaving the larger
guestion of citizenship to the competent authority, namely the Ministry of Home Affairs.

39 FARATer o To¥aTereT 3TATaT hl HAGTAT T H FTH AT el 3T gl & 36a2T &
FATITIRERAT & TR T fTEIRUT et T TABR UeTeT R AT &, STafeh ARTRSdT & chraes gea i
eTH WTHRY 311 8 FAATeT & 3T @

e The Ministry of Home Affairs will now have to decide the cases of millions of Indian citizens
who will never be able to vote in their lifetime and who will face numerous disabilities arising
from the denial of citizenship, albeit on a tentative basis.

31e] 3[§ HATET I 3T oG AN AT & FAHeA ol 0TI AT g1 S HHel: 39
SNaeterrel 7 3l FdeTT a7gT &Y uTiar 3R fSeg ArTRear & g frT S & SRUT 39S YR
FI FISATSTT ST HTHAT AT TSI, 3or &T Tg AT 3T 3R 9 8l

e The Court has hitherto applauded the work done all these years by the ECI since its
establishment.

3T doh ~ AT TaTae AT 6T TATIAT & I ast I ThT 31T 3HF FHIAT T TRIGAT T &7
gl

e Butthe SIR judgment speaks about the “cumulative inaccuracies in the voters list” and the
“structural deficiencies that pervaded the entire roll” in the past.

fohe] Farehy arget qerdtaror warelt ooty 3rcfir & “waerdr g & |ird et qur ‘g Jderdr
T F SATCd FATCHS AT & ==l g
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09J6. Govt. cuts subsidised LPG cylinders under Ujjwala to 4 from 9
WFR A Isoadl AT F HdId AfeTs) arer Tadish Azt H &1 9 F gerHh 4

&

Amid prevailing pressure on supplies of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) globally against the
backdrop of the West Asia conflict, the Centre has reduced the number of subsidised refills
available under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) from nine to four cylinders a
year.

afdersr vfRrm wad  geasfA 7 3R TR W gdigd defaae dw (wadsh) i sy
oo ZaTd F ST g TIER o THAAN Iooadl T & 37a9Td 3Tcreer Rarady Qe o dear
I yfa a¥ 7t A=t  ger IR Rt < fear |

Under the scheme, the government provides a targeted subsidy of ¥300 per cylinder for up
to nine refills in a year.

= 1ol & 3id9Td TR I et 300 9 1 aféra afeqsy v af # srftraaa at Hftver

T et AT T B

With the additional €300 subsidy under the Central scheme, beneficiaries pay ¥642 per
cylinder.

FET ArTelT & 3T Ay are 31faRerd 300 9 i afewd) & a1 areniat &1 ufa et
642 TG T $ITCTe T ISl B |

While a non-PMUY cylinder priced at ¥942 is available at a discount of 45%.

TET 942 FYA HeF dell I-NUAFATS ezt 45 Ffererd Y e I 3Tclsts IR 71 67 ¢
The PMUY scheme has provided around 10.55 crore LPG connections as of May 26 this
year.

FYUTHA Iooael JISTAT o d9Td 38 IV 26 S T IITeTdT 10.55 HUS TAUTSHT FHeAarreT Tt
v smgs gl

09J6. What is lost and gained in NFHS-6
TATHTATH-6 (NFHS-6) ﬁmmgsn&ﬁthgw

NFHS-6 records gains in child nutrition, maternal care, institutional births and women’s
Internet use, while also introducing new questions on digital literacy and direct benefit
transfers; but the survey’s preliminary fact sheet is thinner than the last round, dropping key
indicators such as anaemia, mortality, sex ratio at birth.

TATHUHTH-6 H dTel G107, AT ST, HEART GHG T7 Afganait & gexae 3uahr & yarfa
Gof T T3 §| TT &Y, 30 f3foree anarRar 3R YegaT amt 3aor (DBT) & Tafid AT 92T 8
enfrer fore are §; g adferor it gRfSE aea-afye (e i) oo v i g 7 sifts
afered g, fored wefar, §eg & qur Soa & Fay fAameguta S #gcaqol Hehelehl T AT
el fepar I

India’s latest National Family Health Survey (NFHS-6) records gains in child nutrition,
maternal care, institutional births and women’s Internet use.

R & AT TSI TRAR FARLT TSETT (THAUHUITH-6) H STl 0T, A ST,
TEYTIT Y TUT AT & elele STANT H FUR gof har g

But its preliminary fact sheet is also thinner than the last round, with 101 indicators
compared with 131 in NFHS-5.
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o] ST TR SR ey afenT oo =RoT &t ore o wfarea &, Torest 101 Hdverar amfaver &,
Safh TATHTATH-5 F Sk TEAT 131 oY)

Which indicators were removed from NFHS-6?

TATHUATH-6 ¥ FIT-FIT T Thd® geIT 7T?

Key indicators such as anaemia, mortality, sex ratio at birth, sanitation, and clean
cooking fuel have been removed from the survey.

AT, HG &, ST F FAY TAMMUT, Faesdl a1 FTaes $U S HgcdquT Hehcehl T
qdeor § geT fear gl

The Union Health Ministry released the fact sheets of NFHS-6 on May 29, covering 2023-24.
HENT TAELT HATSIT o 29 AE hl CATHUATH-6 I T2 IFIRIT STRY i, S 2023-24 H 3afey
T Fa AT ¢ 1

The survey recorded data from nearly 6.8 lakh households across every State and Union
Territory except Manipur.

58 F&ToT & AT T IsH T Tt AR Fenfld ge=ii & wrerT 6.8 o IRERT & 3ifes
Ty fuam|

Preliminary findings report clear gains on several measures, including mothers getting at least
four antenatal check-ups, up about seven percentage points from NFHS-5, an increase in
institutional births and women’s Internet usage.

TR fosehl & &g &l 7 TUse GUR Sof ohar aran g, ToIaTel A3 eaRT el & o I’
THAYE T A4 AT, ST CAUHTTH-5 T Jolell H SIS HIeT Ffcirel 3ieh 37fereh &,

EATIT GHaT 7 S TUT ATGN3iT & AT 3TANT H TSIl A g

It also points to declines in several metrics, such as exclusive breastfeeding of infants

under six months, down nearly eight percentage points, and the use of modern
contraception, down to 52.7% from 56.4%.

TIETT FS Hehcrohl A TRTIE T 3R 1 Hovel AT R, S B ATE & H7 I & Regait H Faer
FAAIT FRTeT T & H SIS TS FTARNT 37eh T el 7T 3y fare arstfaiers Arerat & soer

# 56.4 yfaad & geH 52.7 gfaerd 1§ =]

The NFHS is commissioned by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, which
designates the International Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS) to conduct the survey.

TG IRaR TG FIETUT T FdTeld TR T IRER FEIT0T HATAT SaRT HAT Il &, i
3T foIT AAHEAT AT & AT FEAT 1 ATAS H |

NFHS-6 also added new questions on direct benefit transfers, self-help group
memberships, digital literacy and financial transactions.

TATHUITH-6 H FeI&T 18T 30T, T FerIl HHg! T FeegdT, fSToreel Arerar aur fady
AT-8oT T TITAT 7T 92T off g aTw &

It also includes testing for Hepatitis-B and Hepatitis-C among women and men, as well as
dried blood spot collection from children aged 4-5 for Hepatitis-B testing.

gaH Afgen3it 3R geut & forw ghesfea-dt aur gdemia- v sita s anfAa &, a4 @ 5
ay Y & Tt A FUergied-a T1aToT 8 W I Ade Thd fohT 7T &

But for the first time, the survey has also subtracted overall, showing a net reduction of 30
indicators in the preliminary results.

fhe] Tgell SR 58 TSETOT 7 ool THATRR TehcTehl hT HEAT H AT 8 gof 1 915 &, 3R IRAR
aRoTE 3 30 Hhers! Y ey Fa g 7 ¥
Among the dropped indicators, the most notable ones, such as anaemia, infant and child

mortality, sex ratio at birth, clean cooking fuel use, and sanitation, have all appeared
since at least NFHS-4.
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BT 3TV HehcTohl A TFdTeqdl, AR va aTel HY X, o & FHY AT, Faes @1 91 &
$EIT ST 3UANT TYUT TTTBAT o8 Agea Ul Heheleh AMMTAST 8, ST o & HH TAUHUATH-4
qJeTor 1 fREw @ &

Among children, anaemia prevalence went up from 58.6% to 67.1%.

STl 7 IFdTeqdT Y SATIHhdT 58.6 Yfaerd ¥ e+ 67.1 faerd & S|
Among women aged 15-49, it rose from 53.1% to 57%.

15 & 49 I 3y T T Afge3HT H Ig 53.1 Fhererd F qgH 57 wfAera g1 75|
Among preghant women, anaemia rose from 50.4% to 52.2%.

el AfRe3iT 3 TordTeddr 50.4 WA @ dga 52.2 faerd g a1 |

The rise in anaemia was near-universal across the country, with child anaemia increasing in
28 States and Union Territories.

=M 3 AT T JE STeTeTaT FIeaTd oY, 3R 28 Tt T Fgenfia wawi 7 arer
TFATeYT 9T |

In some cases the increase was by big leaps, from 35.7% to 68.4% in Assam and 19.3% to
46.4% in Mizoram.

O HFHE A Ig g caftisn oY, S 3ra\ 7 35.7 yfaerd & 68.4 wfaerd iR fsiRer & 19.3
wfarera & 46.4 wforera o |

Such deterioration was reported despite the government launching the Anaemia Mukt
Bharat campaign in 2018, aimed at tackling anaemia.

Ig fIRTae 38 T&g 8 ol 1 378 STd TXhR o TrcTeddl I e & 3eeed ¥ vafaar qa
AR AT a¥ 2018 H TR fhar 2|

The official position is that the condition will now be tracked separately, through a dedicated
Diet and Biomarkers Survey under the National Institute of Nutrition using a method its
proponents consider more accurate.

TR gfeIoT 75 & F 31 5 Feufay Y e Tsdrr QYwor Fedmer 3 3icia dantad
ol 3meR va shafRes wdator & AETA & 3eer & FHr AT, ST seufd Fr sHd THdF
31T g8 A &

The Diet and Biomarkers Survey in India was not a hurried replacement and was launched in
December 2022, before NFHS-6 fieldwork began, at the IS TIYOT HEYTT, BeaTE,.

IR H 378K U SaIes] GeT0T IS caRd [qehed AT AT; 38 feWaR 2022 #, TAUHTITH-6 &
& 1 TREST glel § Tgel, ISR Q10T HEYTe, derate # & o argr o |

The survey recorded data on individual dietary intake across age groups, paired with blood
and urine biomarkers.

58 qdeToT 7 fafdiest 3y quif o cAfFaral & IMER Aaet Aot JHTehs Tehd FohT 1T TUT 3¢ Tohed
3R AT Stafreat & | SisT |

It also built upon nutrition deficiencies and tracked obesity alongside anaemia, a first,
according to the organisers.

3TTAISTehT & 3TER, T HAETOT 7 GIVOT Feell HTAAT 1 3T T a7 7T Tgell SR
IFATeIAT & ATY-ArY Al & 8 fAaRrir & a5

For anaemia, data were collected from venous blood instead of the finger-prick method that
NFHS used.

TFATYT & TIT 377ehs TAUHUHTH & Tl 39Tl F Tohcl olet hr fafer & Tu1e o fRr & forw arw
T AHAT & IR R Th fhv a1v|
Data collection is complete, but hasn’t been released yet.

311ehsT T HAGOT IX &1 THT &, fohoc] 38eh TRUTH 3180 Tk HIGTTateh =161 fohT 7T &
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What other changes were made?

3R FleT-wla F aRad= fre aTw?

e Aline-by-line comparison of the two fact sheets from NFHS-5 and NFHS-6 shows that the net
fall of 30 indicators actually combines 43 indicators dropped and 13 added.

TATHTATH-5 R TATHTATH-6 Y alell 2T UFAHIIT Y GfFel-ax-dfFd Jorem & Il kTl &
T 30 HHcThT T Yetr el AT & 43 Hahcal Y gt AR 13 AT Wl Y A T TROMH
gl

e Several of the deletions were long-running series, and a few are closely related to the
government’s signature programmes.

IV 7T 37Aeh Hehcleh ofd THY A FALTUT T BT A 3R 37 O 5 TIHR T 737 FroT=A131 &
SISISERRT

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government in 2019 had announced that India would be
open defecation-free.

TTTHA TReg AT T TRR o a¥ 2019 F SO 6T oY & 7R Geor 7 ot F AT 87 THh1 8|

e NFHS-5 recorded 70% of the country’s population living in households with access to
sanitation facilities.

TATHUTH-5 F o forar a1 o7 fof 221 6 70 wfaera saaear 0& gRart 7 | § STar
FaTodT AU d Jgd 396 ¢l

e That data point has also been dropped.
3 Heohdeh T oY 379 geT fear aram g

e The share of households using clean fuel for cooking, 58.6% in NFHS-5, is gone — a direct
measure of the success of the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana.

TS $UA ¥ WIAT IHTA ATl TRARY T 341, Sl TATHU=ed-5 F 58.6 Wiarerd o, ger fear
AT E | TE TETAHA Iooaall JISTalT hT Aol T TcJaT ATIGS 2T

e The three mortality indicators — neonatal, infant and under-five — have also been cut.
FaoITd Hcg &3, R e aX 3R oieT 9 § Fo7 I A 7 & A T T AleAl Hebelehi b 37 geT
feararar g |

e But these will be tracked by the Sample Registration System, whose latest bulletin put
infant mortality at 24 per 1,000 live births.

gTeAlTeh GoTehl JHTehelel 378 AHAT THhOT JOTTR SaRT foharm ST, foraeh sidieiere goife &
378N R 7y &x 9fer 1,000 S eat ox 24 B

e The Registration System, however, does not carry district-level data and socio-economic
breakdowns that are available in NFHS.

fore] 95 TOTTe ForerT- T 3ifens T AIATToIe- 31 Faffertor 3ueretr 8T T, S T
gfar Tareey adaTor I 3ucet g

e The sex ratio of the total population and the sex ratio at birth, 929 females per 1,000
males in NFHS-5, are both absent.

Fel STATEAT HT AT TUT STer & FHY fAMIE, S vaavhe=ed-5 & gfer 1,000 To91 X
929 AT T, AT T geT AT AT § |

e This removes a standard signal of sex-selective practices.
58 ToleT-Tarel Hartll Ygferait 1 Teh HgcaquT Hehcleh HATC 81 ST ¢

e Four cancer-screening indicators, covering cervical, breast and oral cancer, introduced only
in NFHS-5 are gone after a single round.

rsTery A, !?I?l'.'iﬁTﬁE' FE U GIfOT IR FET AT hda! a1, [olee hdd TIUHTITH-5 F
e foRaT aT3T T, Teh g1 TWRUT & 91, geT fear arar g

e A few changes are redefinitions rather than cuts.

T IR Hahelah! I G & TT 3oTehT JATRITT & Fefera ¢
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Women'’s individual ownership of a house or land has become a household-level measure.
A3 o caATFaTel TR AT H{H TATAE & Hehcleh I T TRAR-ERIT Heheleh Fa1T &A1 AT |
The three-dose hepatitis B line has become a birth-dose measure.

desfea-dt A dfi-gus Gt Aol # 319 Fo7-GUw AEs F oRafda @ mr g

And pre-school attendance has shifted age bands, targeting a younger demographic.
qa-Sraffeh faerery # SUTEYTcl & 3Mg-aq &l o Seoie e Y dlel Tedl R higd fehar ram
gl

International Institute for Population Sciences has not published a rationale for the wider
list.

STAHEAT [ & FARTSET FEITT 7 o7 9 GRAeAT & Tl g 3iaanies Taséieor
FEQIR G R IR
Together, the removals leave no current survey-based national figure for infant mortality,

sanitation coverage, sex ratio at birth, cancer screening rates or comprehensive HIV
knowledge.

ST §CTU 91T HeheTehl o SHROT 37d Y HY aT, TTCHAT Fa¥ol, e dl & WA fATTaId, F6< St
Tgam|

These are gaps that no other single source fills at the same scale.

I U R TUTT § TSl aTHTST H 1S e Teho! Al FHT T I IR 6T |

How did survey results change between NFHS-5 and NFHS-6?

TATHUACH-5 AR TATHUCH-6 % drer wefaror ool F FA1 aRade g

NFHS-6 reported a drop in the number of women who have experienced spousal violence,
down to 22.3% from 29.3%.

TATHTATH-6 o TR FaTiee T 1 37787d il arell AfGAT b1 Ficrerd 29.3 wforera &
Tgea 22.3 ufaera & T gl

The number of children aged five or below who are stunted declined too.

i I AT 3HN FH Y F Ay Jafdl arel qedl o Fedr & oy el 3ms ¢

The drop from NFHS-4 to NFHS-5 was just under three percentage points, but NFHS-6 saw a
drop of over six percentage points.

TAUHUAUH-4 H TATHUATH-5 & ST Tg HHAT dled ATaQrd 37 T & oY, Fafdh TAThuauyg-6
# gg fIRTae &g ufaerd 37 & 31f8 W
State-level changes are sharper for certain indicators.

T TRl & T ToT-FeRIT TRac X 378 T fews & 1

Health insurance coverage rose the most in West Bengal, from 33.7% of households in
NFHS-5 to 88.2% in NFHS-6.

T AT Falel H T 3T Je & TREH T3 H €3, 76T I8 TAThUaed-5 F 33.7
gfarera gRaRY ¥ TgHT TaAThTaTH-6 & 88.2 faed & Ir4m|

Women'’s Internet use saw its largest increase in Andhra Pradesh, from 21% to 63.6%.
A3 & FeTeie ITANT 7 FIH T3 &1 3T Y32 F ot 1 IS, STET Ig 21 wferera & agaw
63.6 gfarera gr aram|

Haryana recorded the steepest fall in exclusive breastfeeding among infants under six
months, from 69.5% to 41.2%.

gRaTon 71 57 A% ¥ F9 Y F R A Faa T FOR A I F g 370w e o
#1318, S 69.5 FfAUd & "eHhT 41.2 9fderd @ TS|

The share of women classified as overweight or obese increased in every State.

31Tt aorer a1 Arerd &1 Aol & 377e arelt AR 1 3T T Vg H e gl
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The Oman CEPA, a new gateway for India’s exports

ndia and Oman share one of the oldest

trading relationships, with commercial and

maritime links dating back thousands of
years. From the movement of spices, textiles and
frankincense to enduring people-to-people ties,
trade has long been a cornerstone of this
partnership. The India-Oman Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), which
came into force on June 1, 2026, reaffirms and
strengthens this historic relationship by providing
a modern framework to deepen trade,
investment and economic cooperation for the
future.

India is amongst the top suppliers for Oman
and bilateral trade has grown from $8.94 billion
in FY2023-24 to $11.18 billion in FY2025-26,
reflecting the growing complementarities
between the two economies.

An expansion of India’s trade ties

The CEPA comes at a time when India is actively
diversifying its trade partnerships and integrating
more deeply with global value chains. Following
agreements with the United Arab Emirates,
Australia, the European Free Trade Association,
the United Kingdom, New Zealand and the
European Union, the Oman CEPA further
strengthens India’s presence in a region that is
central to its energy security, trade and strategic
interests.

The CEPA offers significant opportunities for
Indian exporters. Oman has offered duty-free
access on 98.08% of its tariff lines, covering
99.38% of India’s exports by value. Before the
agreement, only 15.33% of India’s exports entered
Oman at zero duty under the Most Favoured
Nation regime. The CEPA, therefore, provides an
immediate competitiveness boost across a broad
range of sectors. In textiles and apparel, India
already commands a 43% share of Oman’s woven
apparel imports and 31% of knitted apparel
imports. The removal of the existing 5% tariff will
strengthen the competitiveness of Indian
manufacturers against China, which is the other
dominant supplier in this market. In the case of
chemicals, India already supplies nearly 39% of
Oman’s inorganic chemical imports, making it

Anant Goenka

President,

The Federation of
Indian Chambers.
of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI)

The agreement
boosts exports,
services,
investment and
professional
mobility

one of the leading players in the market. Tariff
free access will only amplify this further.

Likewise, engineering goods will also benefit.
Oman imports over $3.7 billion worth of
mechanical machinery and $3.3 billion worth of
automotives annually, where India’s market share
is only 5% and 2%, respectively. Preferential
market access under the CEPA can help Indian
exports of engineering goods expand significantly
and deepen their presence in Oman’s
infrastructure, construction and industrial
sectors.

In pharmaceuticals, where India holds around
10% market share, the agreement’s value lies not
in tariff reductions but in regulatory facilitation.
Products approved by leading international
regulators will benefit from fast-tracked
approvals, reducing compliance costs and
accelerating market entry. As Oman’s
pharmaceutical market continues to expand,
Indian companies will be well-positioned to
capture a larger share. Duty-free access for
products such as meat, eggs, honey, butter and
processed foods will further strengthen India’s
already strong position. At the same time,
sensitive sectors such as dairy, cereals, edible oils
and several agricultural commodities have been
kept outside tariff concessions, ensuring that
domestic producers remain protected.

Streamlining procedures

Significant trade facilitation measures have been
introduced. Oman will accept certificates issued
by India’s Export Inspection Council (EIC),
eliminating duplicative testing and inspections,
while also recognising India’s organic (NPOP) and
halal certification systems. There are dedicated
sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) and technical
barriers to trade (TBT) provisions, which will
enhance regulatory transparency and
cooperation, and streamlined customs clearance,
including fast-track processing for perishables,
which will reduce costs and improve export
efficiency.

Another forward-looking aspect of the CEPA is
its strong focus on services and professional
mobility. Bilateral services trade stood at $863

09J6. The Oman CEPA, a new gateway for India’s exports
NAT-HEHT (CEPA), HRd & fadTal & faw e 731 ydegar

million in 2024, with India enjoying a surplus of
nearly $447 million. Yet, India’s share in Oman’s
global services imports remains just over 5%,
indicating substantial untapped potential.

Oman has undertaken binding commitments
covering professionals in sectors such as
accounting, engineering, information technology,
health care, education and consulting. Oman also
raises the quotas for intra-corporate transferees,
facilitating greater mobility of Indian
professionals and specialists. Provisions relating
to AYUSH and traditional medicine further create
opportunities for Indian health care and wellness
services in the Gulf.

Strategic location advantage

Beyond trade statistics, the CEPA has a larger
strategic significance. Oman occupies a unique
position at the crossroads of the Gulf, the Indian
Ocean and East Africa. Its ports at Sohar, Dugm
and Salalah are emerging as major logistics and
industrial hubs. For Indian businesses, Oman can
serve not only as a destination market but also as
a gateway to the wider Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) region and East African economies.

The India-Oman CEPA once again
demonstrates the evolution of India’s trade policy
from tariff negotiations to comprehensive
economic partnerships encompassing goods,
services, investment, mobility and regulatory
cooperation. Its benefits will extend from textile
clusters in Tamil Nadu and the gems and
jewellery industry in Gujarat to engineering hubs
in Maharashtra and Punjab, and from
pharmaceutical manufacturers in Telangana to
seafood exporters in Andhra Pradesh and Kerala.

The real test will now lie in implementation
and utilisation. If businesses actively leverage the
opportunities created by the agreement, the
CEPA can significantly expand India’s export
footprint, strengthen economic integration with
the Gulf, and support the country’s broader
ambition of becoming a globally competitive
manufacturing and services powerhouse. For
India, the agreement opens not only the Omani
market but also a broader gateway to the Gulf and
beyond.

e Indiaand Oman share one of the oldest trading relationships, with commercial and
maritime links dating back thousands of years.

AR 3R A T & e U=ieT AR Teel & & Ueh AT d g, Toredsh arfoliede 3R
e From the movement of spices, textiles and frankincense to enduring people-to-people ties,
trade has long been a cornerstone of this partnership.

HETCll, TEAT IR AT o TR A ool T STf--5fef FHIT leh, SATIR SH TSR T THD

TR @&l

e The India-Oman Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), which came
into force on June 1, 2026, reaffirms and strengthens this historic relationship by providing a
modern framework to deepen trade, investment and economic cooperation for the future.

HRA- AT AT AT smfiert Fasilar, S 1 ST 2026 | TaATel g31, SR, fawr 3R
3 T it HiasT 7 IR TG e & Th YT STl TeTel ke 58 QTIgTiaeh Taer

9eT: §g& FT 5

¢ India is amongst the top suppliers for Oman and bilateral trade has grown from $8.94 billion
in FY2023-24 to $11.18 billion in FY2025-26, reflecting the growing complementarities
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between the two economies.

R 3NATT o JHq@ 3MYfclerciait 7 enfdrer & 3R gfauaier samr faw a¥ 2023-24 7 8.94 3"
3feR T TohT fad 9y 2025-26 F 11.18 3R Sfel &1 AT, S gt Teaaeam3it & $ia et
TENR T T ST §

An expansion of India’s trade ties

AR F AR el o1 AR

The CEPA comes at a time when India is actively diversifying its trade partnerships and
integrating more deeply with global value chains.

Ig AT 0 AT 7 37T & 59 R iehd T I 319s) AT ATSIERT Acde & [
TET & 3R 3T Hoa H@esi & @y ¥ Tes & J3 W@ &

Following agreements with the United Arab Emirates, Australia, the European Free Trade
Association, the United Kingdom, New Zealand and the European Union, the Oman
CEPA further strengthens India’s presence in a region that is central to its energy security,
trade and strategic interests.

o T ET A o TG, HHTT & HI Tg FASIAT R 1 39 &1 7 37U FT 3R Yge
T & ST 3HRT Soll JR&TT, AR 3R 0TI el & T 3rcdia Fgeayor 1

The CEPA offers significant opportunities for Indian exporters.

Tg FHASHAT ARAT f3aiTaent & v Ageaqol 3@at Jers #ar ¢

Oman has offered duty-free access on 98.08% of its tariff lines, covering 99.38% of
India’s exports by value.

3T 1 319=AT 98.08 Fferere [eeh AT T Yoeh-FeF TET TalT T &, S F{ed & IR R
R % 99.38 gfererar oy &l e A B

Before the agreement, only 15.33% of India’s exports entered Oman at zero duty under the
Most Favoured Nation regime.

$U GHASA T TE, R o shael 15.33 AT FAITeT T Faften oot ISg cAGEUT o 37cfaid

Y Yeeh TR INAT H Fd=T Aree AT

The CEPA, therefore, provides an immediate competitiveness boost across a broad range of
sectors.

37 I GASAT 317k &Y31 3 9RART 3c9Tel S FiaeaeiicHehdT &l deshlel SoTdT YeTel ahidT &l

In textiles and apparel, India already commands a 43% share of Oman’s woven apparel
imports and 31% share of knitted apparel imports.

ae 3R aRuTe &1 3 3R Tge W &1 INATA & g §U IRera & 3mare & 43 wfdera aur ga-
FoATT gRETAT o 3T 7 31 wiererd e w@ar 8

The removal of the existing 5% tariff will strengthen the competitiveness of Indian
manufacturers against China, which is the other dominant supplier in this market.

Fister 5 gfarerd e geat & HRCATT fAATAT3 T Jfaeaeiicas 7T el & Hehrael R FAolgd
g, St 54 STSTR T GET FHE 3T fciehdl &1

In the case of chemicals, India already supplies nearly 39% of Oman’s inorganic chemical
imports, making it one of the leading players in the market.

THIES 8T H AR 311 & 3T Toteh THRIGAT 3 AT ST T 39 TFeeeT Il FXAT
TS g 9 ST &1 Toh YW HPNeR §e I ¢ |

Tariff-free access will only amplify this further.

eh-FFd Tgd 38 Ul T R 31Tk Aot Hiam|

Likewise, engineering goods will also benefit.

S8 YR FTRATTAFY 3eqral 1 o amey gred g
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Oman imports over $3.7 billion worth of mechanical machinery and $3.3 billion worth of
automotives annually, where India’s market share is only 5% and 2%, respectively.

3T ST 3.7 3va ster @ 31Tt e & FifF wefiery T2 3.3 3R STeR 7 & a6
37T T B, FeT 1Rt b TSR e e ey sharel: shaer 5 ferer 31 2 gferera &1

Preferential market access under the CEPA can help Indian exports of engineering goods
expand significantly and deepen their presence in Oman’s infrastructure, construction and
industrial sectors.

A & 3N ITeet TrAfAAATol ST Tger R 3Ty searet & fafid
3eAEIT T U TG Hehcll § AT 3NATT & TR FaT, AT 3R ez fares &t 7 seehr
3ufeufey sl ASTgd X Fahcl B

In pharmaceuticals, where India holds around 10% market share, the agreement’s value
lies not in tariff reductions but in regulatory facilitation.

3ttty &t 7, STeT SR T errerer 10 gferera TR REder €, 56 GAsila T Agca Yoo Heldr
# =761 afee fraredh giaur # AT &

Products approved by leading international regulators will benefit from fast-tracked
approvals, reducing compliance costs and accelerating market entry.

TG IARASE fAITHRT SaRT AT Scaret b cafer Feiepfer wfsham st @t fAerm, Sad
Aol ST &I AR TSR A FaT T g1

As Oman’s pharmaceutical market continues to expand, Indian companies will be well-
positioned to capture a larger share.

S-S 3NATT T 3T IR fITaR 9T, ARATT shufaar 3ifie {EAeRT Ired #ie Fr dgal
Teufa # giefr|

Duty-free access for products such as meat, eggs, honey, butter and processed foods will
further strengthen India’s already strong position.

W, 33, AT, AFG AR YA TieF Terd| I Yooh-Fer Tg o et & 1R A 95l &
Aorgd feafa 3R gge gl

At the same time, sensitive sectors such as dairy, cereals, edible oils and several

agricultural commodities have been kept outside tariff concessions, ensuring that domestic
producers remain protected.

Y &Y G 3G, AT, Wi A AT 3T F1¥ aEG 3t oI FeaTeler &1 &1 e Rt &
STER @M 1T 8, Fad 8Re] creehl & T FRiaTd Tt |

Streamlining procedures

gfsram3it F1 FTeior

Significant trade facilitation measures have been introduced.
HgcaqUT SATIR FaIHAT SUTIT T of19] 7T 1T & |
Oman will accept certificates issued by India’s Export Inspection Council, eliminating

duplicative testing and inspections, while also recognising India’s organic and halal
certification systems.

3NATT AR 1 faaTer fafiaror aRwe garT ST ATOTET @ TR T, fored algrd arer
g7l 3R RALEToN ST 3TaeTehdT GATCT &Y SITUaiY| AT &7 98 HRT T ATdeh TAT el
JATONRTOT JuTforat &1 8ff AeTar 29m|

There are dedicated sanitary and phytosanitary provisions and technical barriers to
trade provisions, which will enhance regulatory transparency and cooperation.

T3V FATELT U9 YIEY Ta=adT WIGETT JUT AR A dheiieh arem3it & aid ey &r
A forar I &, S IR URETRYAT 31 g i Sarar &a7|

Streamlined customs clearance, including fast-track processing for perishables, will reduce
costs and improve export efficiency.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page24



9971932488
L

")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

e 7S BleY aTell a3t & oI caRe 9fshar Afgd TXel TAT-Yeh [ARRI TTEAT ST I Hal
YN 3R AT gTelm  gefer et

Another forward-looking aspect of the CEPA is its strong focus on services and
professional mobility.

SH HHSIA T Teh 3o grael uaT Jar &7 AR qeaR arferefierar o3 s@ehr faQy e g

Bilateral services trade stood at $863 million in 2024, with India enjoying a surplus of nearly
$447 million.

IV 2024 #F gfausii @1 AR 863 fATAT= sTer @7, Toraes IR 1 wfererer 447 fAfeasr

ST 7 37T 7ot 31|
Yet, India’s share in Oman’s global services imports remains just over 5%, indicating
substantial untapped potential.

Y 8T 31T & T TaT AT H R T REAGRT haol 5 gfaera & 91E 318 §, ST 3R
ITIGFT HHATIATIHT T Fohel Sl B
Oman has undertaken binding commitments covering professionals in sectors such as

accounting, engineering, information technology, health care, education and
consulting.

AT & e, TRAIEAY, Faar WAy, Fareer Far, e AR et i &t & et
& forT aregsRY gfdaeyart TR H & |

Oman also raises the quotas for intra-corporate transferees, facilitating greater mobility of
Indian professionals and specialists.

INATA F FYAT & MG FUHEART FATRAT & AT Fier o Ter=r &, FTd AR 9w 3k
%&Nﬁ@rmﬁmwg‘lﬁl

Provisions relating to AYUSH and traditional medicine further create opportunities for Indian
health care and wellness services in the Gulf.

3y 3R aRaRE Rfrcar & FafRid yraene wrgt 89 # $RAY T Ud SHedror Jai3i &
foIT 71T 39T 39w A &

Strategic location advantage

oA st amsr

Beyond trade statistics, the CEPA has a larger strategic significance.
ST 3iTehsl & T, SH THSIT ST AT WTeAITah Hged o g1

Oman occupies a unique position at the crossroads of the Gulf, the Indian Ocean and East
Africa.

3T WY 8, e AT 3 dff st & Fere Rig X v fafse wure wEar ¥
Its ports at Sohar, Dugm and Salalah are emerging as major logistics and industrial hubs.
38 HIER, A 3R FeATelTg FeI1e T T8e 3R e el & &9 A IR E 8 |

For Indian businesses, Oman can serve not only as a destination market but also as a
gateway to the wider Gulf Cooperation Council region and East African economies.

IR cTaary & foIT 3HAA Fdol T e dToTR gf Ael, STedh cATIsh @3l Hgder aRue &
w@mmﬁwq@wﬁamﬁaﬂmél

The India-Oman CEPA once again demonstrates the evolution of India’s trade policy from
tariff negotiations to comprehensive economic partnerships encompassing goods, services,
investment, mobility and regulatory cooperation.

HRT-3NATT a9 3T HEfeRT Taslar v aR O g goifar § o s1Ra & 3R =ifa
Qeeh AT & 37T Tgeht aei3it, a3, fder, daR arfarelierar 3R ek g
ARG el el a1 N FrgieTRA de i g ghr g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 5



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

The trust deficit in India-Bangladesh ties

ore than hundred
days have passed
since the Tarique
Rahman government
took charge in Bangladesh.
However, contrary to early
expectations from his leadership,
India-Bangladesh relations have
remained more or less the same as
in the difficult months of the
interim government.

Actions, not rhetoric
India reached out twice before Mr.
Rahman became the Bangladesh
Prime Minister. The first outreach
was by External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar who visited Dhaka on
December 31, 2025 to condole the
passing of Mr. Rahman’s mother,
former Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia. The second time was through
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri,
who carried Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s invitation letter,
and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
who on February 17 participated
in the swearing-in ceremony of Mr.
Rahman. But sources in the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) say such gestures in
themselves are insufficient. An
influential segment within the BNP
feel that as a goodwill gesture
towards the new government,
India should have reversed some
of the retributory steps that it had
taken during the interim
government’s rule under
Muhammad Yunus. These steps
included the restarting of
transhipments for goods from
Bangladesh, full restoration of visa
services including business and
medical visas, and stopping the
restrictive market access for
Bangladeshi goods. None of these
measures have been implemented
so far, as per Dhaka. They argue
that, by not reversing these
decisions, India has not delivered
any advance incentives to Mr.
Rahman who will have to engage
with the Jamaat-e-Islami and
several anti-India student outfits
before normalising ties with India.
On its part, the BNP’s veteran
leaders have tried to smoothen the
relationship by creating greater
public acceptability of the position

Kallol
Bhattacherjee

Bangladeshi
diplomats have
pointed out that
Dhaka expected
less rhetoric on
illegal
immigration,
and more focus
on issues such
as the renewal
of the 1996
Ganga Water
Treaty

that the presence of the deposed
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in
India will not hold ties back, a
departure from the hardline
stance that the interim
government had taken. Here also,
Dhaka feels that such attempts
have not found appreciation from
the Indian side.

As proof they refer to the
aggressive use of ‘illegal
immigration’ in official
communication from Delhi
following the victory of the
Bharatiya Janata Party in West
Bengal and Assam. Bangladeshi
diplomats have pointed out that
Dhaka expected less rhetoric on
sensitive issues such as illegal
immigration, and more focus on
issues such as visa restoration and
the renewal of the 1996 Ganga
Water Treaty.

Dhaka had sent Foreign
Minister Khalilur Rahman to Delhi
on April 7-8 for a brief visit, to test
the waters, where he met National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Mr.
Jaishankar. However, the election
campaign in Assam and West
Bengal around Bangladesh-related
issues and a flurry of interviews by
exiled PM Sheikh Hasina have
displayed that Mr. Rahman’s BNP,
despite winning a landslide
majority in Bangladesh, has not
managed to impress India. While a
senior diplomat in Dhaka said that
Bangladesh was assured that the
language around State elections
would not reflect New Delhi’s
foreign policy, the Ministry of
External Affairs’ strident position
on illegal immigration have
generated ‘a sense of betrayal’ in
Dhaka’s secretariat.

According to reports, Mr.
Rahman, sensing that the window
for restoration of ties with India is
not opening as per expectations, is
in the final stages of considering
visits to Malaysia and China that
are likely to take place in the last
week of June.

Bangladesh’s dilemma

This turn to China however cannot
hide the fact that it is incumbent
on Bangladesh, as much as it is on
India, to repair bilateral ties.

09J6. The trust deficit in India-Bangladesh ties
HRA -GS Tadl & faeara $ir st

Bangladeshi diplomats have pointed out that Dhaka expected less rhetoric on sensitive issues

Bangladesh’s ties with India
remain broken because of the
2024 uprising and the subsequent
interim rule whereas its ties with
China, the U.S. and other players
have prospered since August 2024.
Further, a pragmatic assessment
shows that without steady
assurance from India on the main
river Padma (Ganga), Bangladesh’s
other plans are not expected to
proceed smoothly beyond 2026.
River affairs expert Ainun Nishat
has stated that a delay in the
renewal of the 30-year-old Ganga
treaty will put the
Ganges-Kobadak irrigation project
in a challenging situation affecting
vast portions of western and
central Bangladesh. The lack of
predictable water supply will
affect the upcoming sowing
seasons, hurting Bangladesh’s
economy that is already dealing
with the crippling effects of the
energy crisis because of the
U.S.-Israel war on Iran.

The compounded effect of
these disruptive forces will
increase pressure on the Tarique
Rahman government that is
already under criticism for its
inept handling of the worst
measles outbreak in the country
that has claimed the lives of at
least 600 infants. Critics have
targeted the government for its
weak handling of the health crisis
as well as the growing incidents of
sexual violence, which is a
symptom of the breakdown of law
and order in the country that is
yet to make a recovery since the
protests of August 2024, Rivals,
including Sheikh Hasina’s Awami
League that are mobilising on the
ground despite a ban, will be
strengthened if Mr. Rahman fails
to renew the Ganga river
agreement with Delhi before the
deadline of December 31, 2026.

Such material factors on the
ground call for pragmatism in
both the capitals as the challenges
will soon overwhelm Bangladesh,
reverting it to instability, which
again is not in India’s immediate
or long-term interests.

kallol.b@thehindu.coin

such as illegal immigration, and more focus on issues such as visa restoration and the
renewal of the 1996 Ganga Water Treaty.

el AT o Tohd AT & o ST oY 313 Jarde Sif Tage1iier fawat o o

SATASTSA AR ST SgTell TUT 1996 Y I STl A oh A NAR0T S Hegl T 3Tk €aTed &

T 3987 AT
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e Further, a pragmatic assessment shows that without steady assurance from India on the main
river Padma (Ganga), Bangladesh’s other plans are not expected to proceed smoothly
beyond 2026.

sqa AR, sarages sl I giidr & fo Hea Ay 9e#AT (379 & STl Jag I da AR
U R HIRATHA & Tl STeTeer 1 3 ASTATe a¥ 2026 & ST FaTS &9 W 313 =AgT §¢ qriaf|

¢ River affairs expert Ainun Nishat has stated that a delay in the renewal of the 30-year-old
Ganga treaty will put the Ganges-Kobadak irrigation project in a challenging situation
affecting vast portions of western and central Bangladesh.

AET HFHeH 3 Tt ¥eget farene = et & foh 30 & el arem Wfer & wvcieiien<or & faeid g1 o
TM-FaTeF BarE TRANSTT HiseT aRfEufa 7 gz seh, oo afvas ) 3k Avy svar &
ferer &1 wanfad ghav

¢ Rivals, including Sheikh Hasina’s Awami League that are mobilising on the ground despite
a ban, will be strengthened if Mr. Rahman fails to renew the Ganga river agreement with
Delhi before the deadline of December 31, 2026.

Gfcierer & STaele Afsha ®9 @ HaTTec 81 W AW g1 Y rarel afer afgd faved gat v feufa
HSTS greft, Iie; A AT 31 fawa 2026 hr FHG-HAT @ Ugel el & ATY I &Y FAFIR T
TANRTOT T 3l & 2

Trump’s $100,000
fee for H-1B visa fee is
unlawful, court rules

Reuters
BOSTON

A federal judge on Monday
struck down a $100,000
fee that U.S. President Do-
nald Trump imposed on
new H-1B visas for highly
skilled foreign workers,
concluding that it consti-
tuted an unlawful tax that
Congress never
authorised.

U.S. District Judge Leo
Sorokin in Boston issued
the ruling in a lawsuit filed
by 20 Democratic State At-
torneys General challeng-

ing a fee Mr. Trump an-
nounced in September
that raised the cost of ob-
taining H-1B visas.

The H-1B program offers
65,000 visas annually,
with another 20,000 visas
for workers with advanced
degrees, approved for
three to six years. Em-
ployers seeking a visa for a
foreign worker before Mr.
Trump’s proclamation
paid about $2,000 to
$5,000 in fees. The in-
crease in fees has discour-
aged H-1B visa requests, ac-
cording to court filings.

Trump’s $100,000 fee for H-1B visa fee is
unlawful, court rules

H-1B &I X €9 T $100,000 1 37der §, 3rgrerd
=T el

o A federal judge on Monday struck down a $100,000
fee that U.S. President Donald Trump imposed on new H-1B
visas for highly skilled foreign workers, concluding that it
constituted an unlawful tax that Congress never authorised.

HIHAR T Teh HET #ITATERRN 7 $100,000 e Y Teg FT
T, o 3R Ingufa Seres €a o 3T Hierd arer fagel
HTHIRT F foIT 7T H-1B IS o 19T 47| =aramefier o sy
fenTeT 36 g Tk 31der Y 2T, T HiarT ¥ el rfrepet o1t

o |

e The H-1B program offers 65,000 visas annually,
with another 20,000 visas for workers with advanced
degrees, approved for three to six years.

H-1B & & dgd Jiaay 65,000 =1 eT S &, STt

39 33 T@ a1t FHIIRT & forw 31faRea 20,000 AT 3uerstr 81 &, S e & o ant & fav
T FhT ST 8 |
o Employers seeking a visa for a foreign worker before Mr. Trump’s proclamation paid about
$2,000 to $5,000 in fees.

T Tq T 9T I Tgol Tohar facel SRR & forT dieir 9red et aTel [ iard3it T ofaretaT
$2,000 & $5,000 ek ek Cell TSlT 2T
e The increase in fees has discouraged H-1B visa requests, according to court filings.

3T EATAS & 3TAR, e 7 gefdl o H-1B dIAT HTaeal 1 gollcaiied T &
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Germany’s standing in international
order under scrutiny after UNSC loss

The country has failed to win a non-permanent seat on the UNSC for the first time; its selective application of international law vis-a-vis Ukraine and

Iran, and its cautious and often wavering approach towards Israel might have led smaller nations, especially of the Global South, to lose faith in it

NEWS ANALYSIS

Joan Sony Cherian

n June 3, for the
0 first time, Germa-
ny failed to win a

non-permanent seat on the
United Nations Security
Council (UNSC). The lar-
gest economy in the Euro-
pean Union (EU) won just
104 votes, well below the
required 127 votes, and lost
to the other two conten-
ders in the race, Portugal,
which won 134 votes, and
Austria which got 131 votes.

The UNSC has five per-
manent members and 10
non-permanent members
who rotate every two
years. Out of these 10
seats, two are reserved for
the regional grouping of
‘Western European and
other States’ which in-
cludes Germany. Members
for these 10 seats are elect-
ed by the UN General As-
sembly (UNGA), with a
contesting nation needing
at least two-thirds of the
vote to win a place on the
UNSC. Germany has been
re-elected six times; whe-
never it has contested. Up
until now.

Steadfast with Ukraine

The loss in the UNSC elec-
tion is being seen as a ma-
jor foreign policy defeat for
the Christian Democratic
Union (CDU)-led federal
government of Germany
and its head, Chancellor
Friedrich Merz, who had,
after coming to power last
year, stated his desire to
restore Germany’s place
on the world map. Opposi-
tion parties in the Bundes-
tag, including the Greens

Losing contest: German Foreign Minister Johann Wadephul casts his vote during the election of
non-permanent members of the UNSC at the UN headquarters in New York City on June 3. AFP

as well as the far-right AfD
party, called it an “embar-
rassing defeat”.

Foreign Minister Johann
Wadephul, who had exten-
sively lobbied for Germa-
ny’s candidacy in the UN-
GA, stated that the loss
could have been due to the
fact that Germany takes a
clear stance on issues that
not all member states
share. “There is our firm
support for Ukraine; the
fact that Russia does not
want such a voice at the Se-
curity Council,” said Mr.
Wadephul. He also ack-
nowledged that, “the fact
that Germany must always
assume a special responsi-
bility for Israel in the Mid-
dle East conflict may also
have cost votes.”

With respect to Ukraine,
the EU and Germany spec-
ifically have emerged as
the war-torn nation’s most
steadfast supporters even
in the face of the US’
changed attitude towards
the country after Donald

Trump became President
for a second term. Under
Mr. Merz, Germany has in-
creased its military assis-
tance for Ukraine. Moreov-
er, in light of Russia’s
aggression and the U.S. in-
creasingly belligerent rhe-
toric towards the EU and
NATO, Mr. Merz has advo-
cated for increased budget
for the domestic military
while also calling for stron-
ger European defence cap-
abilities. Mr. Merz also be-
came a part of the
‘coalition of the willing’,
along with France and the
UK., in order to facilitate
support for Ukraine.
Russia’s “special mili-
tary operation” in Ukraine
has been condemned by al-
most the entire interna-
tional order, with the U.S.
and the EU invoking sanc-
tions on the country. Por-
tugal and Austria, in line
with the EU’s position,
have also been strong sup-
porters of Ukraine’s right
to sovereignty. Moreover,

they have been consistent-
ly registering their interest
in the UNSC seat for over
10 years.

Austria has also been
one of the strongest allies
of Israel in Europe but its
long-standing policy of mil-
itary neutrality makes it
much less of a player in
matters of international
conflict. But for Germany,
the question of Israel and
Palestine has been more
complicated.

Ambiguity with Israel

Ever since the breakout of
the Israel-Hamas conflict in
October 2023, Germany
has steadfastly upheld Is-
rael’s right to defend itself.
Since October 2023, the
UNGA has adopted at least
six major resolutions re-
garding the conflict and Is-
rael’s subsequent genocide
in the Gaza Strip. Berlin ab-
stained from three of
them, including the most
immediate ones in 2023
calling for a ceasefire and

for enhanced UN rights for
Palestine. Even as interna-
tional condemnation for Is-
rael increased due to rising
casualties in the Gaza
Strip, especially of chil-
dren, Germany has been
walking a tightrope with
regards to its relation with
Israel.

When Mr. Merz was
elected Chancellor in early
2025, he spoke to Israel
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu over the phone
and said that he would
“find ways and means for
him (Netanyahu) to visit
Germany and also to be
able to leave again without
being arrested in Germa-
ny,” in defiance of the ar-
rest warrant issued by the
International Criminal
Court against Mr. Netanya-
hu on November 21, 2024,
for alleged war crimes and
crimes against humanity
committed in the Gaza
Strip.

While Chancellor Merz
has since then criticised Is-
rael for its excessive cam-
paign in the Gaza Strip,
even moving to restrict
arms sales to the country
in August 2025, which he
lifted in November 2025 af-
ter the signing of a ‘cease-
fire’, he visited Israel in De-
cember 2025 and held
talks with Mr. Netanyahu
where he re-affirmed sup-
port to Israel. He also re-
fused to join an initiative
by western allies to recog-
nise the state of Palestine.

Germany’s relationship
with Israel is complicated
by, as Mr. Wadephul men-
tioned, its ‘special respon-
sibility’ — the political doc-
trine of Germany to back
Israel’s security in the light
of Nazi Germany’s crimes

against Jews during the Ho-
locaust in World War II.

Conflicting stances
Germany’s standing as an
upholder of international
law has also taken a hit in
the context of the ongoing
Iran-Israel-U.S. war in West
Asia which began on Fe-
bruary 28, 2026. Mr. Merz
refused to condemn the
move as a violation of inter-
national law and stated
that along with the U.S. and
Israel, “we share the goal
of ending the terror of
these regimes”. However,
his initial support soon
turned into criticism as the
war progressed. The ef-
fects of the war have been
increasingly hitting the
German economy, with oil
and gas prices rising sharp-
ly. The energy sector in
Germany is  already
stressed as the nation has
drastically reduced its de-
pendence on Russia, which
was its main source for
energy, in light of the Uk-
raine war. By the end of
April, Mr. Merz made
scathing remarks against
the U.S. and said that Iran’s
leadership was “humiliat-
ing” Washington.
Germany’s selective ap-
plication of international
law vis-a-vis Ukraine and
Iran, and its cautious and
often wavering approach
towards Israel might have
led smaller nations, espe-
cially of the Global South,
to lose faith in it and regard
smaller European states as
safer bets. It would be wise
for Germany to re-evaluate
its standing in the interna-
tional order if it wishes to
regain its position as an
upholder of the United Na-
tions and international law.

09J6. Germany’s standing in international order under scrutiny after UNSC

loss

JeATHH H R F 918 FHAWSET sqaeyr # Fae At Pufa 1 warer

e Germany’s standing in international order under scrutiny after UNSC loss.

JUATHH! H §R o 9GRS eaedT H el T [FAf R HaTer 35 @ 8

e The country has failed to win a non-permanent seat on the UNSC for the first time.

TE 3 UEN IR JUT FIET TRYG (UNSC) i 3rearhy Te Shias 7 3rawel 1 81

e Its selective application of international law vis-a-vis Ukraine and Iran, and its cautious and
often wavering approach towards Israel might have led smaller nations, especially of the
Global South, to lose faith in it.
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3 31FET SIHIITA GISCRIVT & HROT BIC &2, AT Telaer WI3Y & G2t 7 36 W faearq A
REELIE]

e On June 3, for the first time, Germany failed to win a non-permanent seat on the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC).

3 STT T Tgell I STatelt WYFa g J&T IRWE (UNSC) &I 3l e shidet & famher g1
e The largest economy in the European Union (EU) won just 104 votes, well below the

required 127 votes, and lost to the other two contenders in the race, Portugal, which won 134
votes, and Austria which got 131 votes.

TR | (EU) T Fard 937 3rehae T 1 dhael 104 e A, S 31aede 127 diel § Sy
&H &, 3R I8 3= &I SAERT Jearre (134 dle) T 3ifeear (131 dle) ¥ R arT|

e The UNSC has five permanent members and 10 non-permanent members who rotate every
two years.

UNSC & g TR e 3T 10 37Ul G&T g1d & S X ar ay & scold o

e Out of these 10 seats, two are reserved for the regional grouping of ‘Western European and
other States’ which includes Germany.

o1 10 el F 2T A A¥ee FURIT U3 36T R’ G & (v HRTEd 8, foreat srateht
AT &

e Members for these 10 seats are elected by the UN General Assembly (UNGA), with a
contesting nation needing at least two-thirds of the vote to win a place on the UNSC.

o1 10 T & He T WIFA TSE AFTWHT (UNGA) ZaRT T4 STl & 3IR fohalt o at e Siidet &
forT a1 & A &-fIgTs Fl yre ket gt 8

e Germany has been re-elected six times; whenever it has contested. Up until now.
319 Teh A & ST ¥ oA ofsT, IF T IR o7 eI g3m am|

Steadfast with Ukraine
T & 9 g wAdaT

e Theloss in the UNSC election is being seen as a major foreign policy defeat for the Christian
Democratic Union (CDU)-led federal government of Germany and its head, Chancellor
Friedrich Merz, who had, after coming to power last year, stated his desire to restore
Germany’s place on the world map.

JuATHH goi1a H Ig gR frRRader S fea gferas (CDU) & Adcd arell sl TR 3R 38
YHE Frher HsRE Fot & forw a2t fader wiifer 1 oRrerg A S e B

e Opposition parties in the Bundestag, including the Greens as well as the far-right AfD party,
called it an “embarrassing defeat”.

3T I fauely arféat, foreret afiew 3R gfaroraed AfD fde €, o 38 “eieTreh gR” el
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Zojila Tunnel between Kashmir
and Kargil to see final breakthrough

Peerzada Ashiq
SONAMARG (GANDERBAL)

India’s ambitious, strateg-
ic, all-weather Zojila Tun-
nel in volatile seismic zone
IV will witness the final
breakthrough on June 9 as
Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari will oversee the fi-
nal blasting from the Kargil
side. The 13.14-km-long
tunnel cuts through the
mighty Himalayas at an al-
titude of 11,578 feet and
connects the Kashmir val-
ley with Ladakh’s Kargil.
Mr. Gadkari will preside
over the process of final
blasting of the last block,
which will see the tunnel
through. The tunnel is like-
ly to allow security officials
to ferry goods, machines
and stocks to the high-alti-
tude bases of Ladakh dur-
ing peak winter for the first
time ever in coming win-
ters, officials said. Earlier,

The Zojila Tunnel is likely to allow security officials to ferry goods to
the high-altitude bases of Ladakh during peak winter. ANI

stocks would be main-
tained during early au-
tumn months to feed sol-
diers on the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in winters.

The Zojila Tunnel by-
passes the weather-depen-
dent Zojila Pass, which is
prone to landslides and
shooting stones and re-
mains closed due to snow
accumulation in winters.

A spokesman of Megha

Engineering and Infras-
tructures Ltd. (MEIL),
which started work on the
tunnel in 2020, termed the
final breakthrough “a de-
fining moment”. “It de-
monstrates the successful
execution of one of India’s
most complex transport
infrastructure works in a
hostile Himalayan environ-
ment,” said senior MEIL of-
ficials.

The excavation work
has been completed on the
world’s longest single-tube
bi-directional road tunnel
atan altitude of over 11,500
feet. “The project will de-
liver the long-envisioned
objective of seamless, all-
weather connectivity bet-
ween Kashmir and La-
dakh, bringing long-term
benefits in mobility, eco-
nomic integration, and
strategic resilience,” said
MEIL officials.

Reduced travel time

The tunnel cost more than
%6,800 crore. A 7.57-metre-
high  horseshoe-shaped
single-tube two-lane tun-
nel will pass under the ar-
duous Zojila Pass between
Ganderbal district in Kash-
mir and Drass district of
Ladakh. Officials say the
travel time will come down
from three hours to 20 mi-
nutes between Ganderbal
and Kargil.

09J6. Zojila Tunnel between Kashmir and Kargil to see final breakthrough

FeAR AR FRE F e Ty JfSrem gor 7 3ifoer gwear faa Ar 3k yrfa

e |ndia’s ambitious, strategic, all-weather Zojila Tunnel in volatile Seismic Zone IV will withess
the final breakthrough on June 9 as Union Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari will oversee the final blasting from the Kargil side.

HTEUR ST 817-4 7 TUT R BT FHgearshiah, AR 3R Fd-aAtas sfSrer gar & 9 s
I 3TTH T eI T TROT RGN, ST Fal W5 TRaser Ta AeraArer 73 fafaer sl
FREETer FT 3R & 37T faTmhie 9ishar Fr HIRET HIE|

e The 13.14-km-long tunnel cuts through the mighty Himalayas at an altitude of 11,578 feet
and connects the Kashmir Valley with Kargil in Ladakh.

13.14 forelefiex oidt 8 Lo Gog T & 11,578 e Y FaS OX ReATeR T el &1 IR el
¢ 3R FeA g1 I egra & FRES T s

o Mr. Gadkari will preside over the process of final blasting of the last block, which will see the
tunnel through.

A arseRdy 3ife @s o faemre 1 ufshar i aqgea S, fSa@ gt &1 0T got g S|

e The tunnelis likely to allow security officials to ferry goods, machines and stocks to the high-
altitude bases of Ladakh during peak winter for the first time ever in coming winters, officials
said.
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HTRRTRET & ITAR, T GIoT HIAST hT AEIT & Tgell IR GI&T el T oleard & 3o GaArer
ST dan 3ot QfrderTer 3 EleT T, AN 3R 3TaTF HeR IgaT= & FeTe ST

Pl
Earlier, stocks would be maintained during early autumn months to feed soldiers on the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) in winters.

94 & areafas fAa=or @1 ox Ao Afeent S a3t sl 91 et & ToIT eRe H
IR AGIAT H & HSRUT el ISdT AT|

The Zojila Tunnel bypasses the weather-dependent Zojila Pass, which is prone to landslides
and shooting stones and remains closed due to snow accumulation in winters.

Shfrer giar #Hlae o) e SfSrem gt 1 exfehar #del 8, S speaeret 3R R geeri & faw
HaeeTelel § aur afeat F sl RAUTT & $RoT §e WEar gl

A spokesman of Megha Engineering and Infrastructures Limited (MEIL), which started
work on the tunnel in 2020, termed the final breakthrough “a defining moment”.

Fran ghforafier Us gepregaad fAffes & vaerar, forae a¥ 2020 # 58 T 1 R 3REN
o o1, & 3ifds Therdar & “Te Ui &7or SaraT|

“It demonstrates the successful execution of one of India’s most complex transport
infrastructure works in a hostile Himalayan environment,” said senior MEIL officials.

Fuel & afiss AN & Far, “ag Ffdieer fEaTerly TR 7 3R i gad sIfeer
IRAg HTETAT IRAISTATIT 7 H Th o el [ASAGe Pl TGT1d FAT g1

The excavation work has been completed on the world’s longest single-tube bi-directional
road tunnel at an altitude of over 11,500 feet.

11,500 Y€ & HTereh & Fa1$ o) T [92a il @ oiell vaher-afasr gfa-Rarcas asa gor
T GarTs 4 T & TH ¢
“The project will deliver the long-envisioned objective of seamless, all-weather connectivity

between Kashmir and Ladakh, bringing long-term benefits in mobility, economic integration,
and strategic resilience,” said MEIL officials.

HYAT HTURINAT o1 T, “Tg TRASTAT H2HR 3R FTeara & o fAsTer va qa-Atgat o
TAIRT R & o FHT ¥ Hiedd a8 I TTHR HI3T AT aRkdg, e vdhreor 3k
AR FHAA & &1 # EreehiTeieh oiTeT FereT Hf|”

Reduced travel time
qET GHT H FHAHAY

The tunnel cost more than ¥6,800 crore.
S8 U1 T AT 6,800 T T9A & 378 ¢

A 7.57-metre-high horseshoe-shaped single-tube two-lane tunnel will pass under the
arduous Zojila Pass between Ganderbal district in Kashmir and Drass district of Ladakh.

7.57 #e 5 O3 Y AT & HTFR FT Tehel- AT Gfa-oleT T HeAR o IMietaret forek 3R
FeeTd & g forer & o eerd hfset shfStem e o =i & Fronef

Officials say the travel time will come down from three hours to 20 minutes between
Ganderbal and Kargil.

URIRET & 3TAR, e JR FREAAT & i A1 TA7Y e g § g A 20 Aee @
ST |
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MeglI C ﬁerthought

The government must be transparent
with the Nicobar project

or a project so often invoked as a matter of

national security strategy, the ballooning

Great Nicobar Island development, now
estimated to be at ¥91,000 crore, rests on a re-
markably thin strategic record. The Centre has
long cited the “strategic” character of its centre-
piece — a transshipment port at Galathea Bay — to
withhold information on its environmental clea-
rances. Yet, the Public Investment Board (PIB), a
Finance Ministry body, found in August 2024 that
the port “lacked strategic objectives”. That label
arrived only afterwards, from the Ministry of De-
fence and seems less like a founding rationale
and more of an afterthought, retrofitted to a ba-
lance sheet. Both the PIB and the Public-Private
Partnership Appraisal Committee (PPPAC)
cleared the proposal, yet the PPPAC refused
¥12,230 crore in Viability Gap Funding, telling the
Ports Ministry to find the money within its own
budget — an unusual rebuke for a venture sold as
nationally vital. If the port cannot stand on com-
mercial returns, and if its real purpose is military,
the case for a commercial transshipment hub
dissolves.

Great Nicobar sits at the southern tip of the An-
daman and Nicobar archipelago, wrapped in
tropical rainforest and ringed by reefs of rare ec-
ological value. The project — port, international
airport, power plant and township — would clear
vast tracts of that forest, much of it primary, and
disturb the nesting beaches of the leatherback
turtle and the habitat of the endemic Nicobar me-
gapode. Scientists who have studied the island
warn that the loss would be irreversible, and that
no afforestation elsewhere can replace what is
felled here. The island’s indigenous inhabitants
have objections of their own, running alongside
the ecological ones but not reducible to them.
Tribal councils have said that consent was se-
cured without full disclosure, and asked that an-
cestral land and the resettlement promised after
the 2004 tsunami not be overridden by the pro-
ject. Their criticism is not a refusal of all develop-
ment. The quarrel is with scale, secrecy and se-
quence — a project conceived at a magnitude the
island cannot absorb. The remedy is transparen-
cy. The Centre should release the High-Powered
Committee report in full, account openly for the
true cost to the public exchequer, and weigh it
against an environmental loss that the exchequer
can never reimburse. A project of this scale owes
the country at least that much.

09J6. Strategic afterthought
Torelifaes gafdar

e The government must be transparent with the Nicobar
project.

TR I fAREaR IRANSAT & a9 H IRSRIGT sid=! a1 vl

e For aproject so often invoked as a matter of
national security strategy, the ballooning Great Nicobar
Island development, now estimated to be at ¥91,000 crore,
rests on a remarkably thin strategic record.

TSERT F&TT TTANY o 9T oh §T H TR-TR Gl i ST aTell I
R gty fasre aR@srar, foraeht omere 31er ofarerer 291,000
maﬁﬁ%mwmﬁ?mwﬁﬁﬁm
g gl

e The Centre has long cited the “strategic” character of its
centrepiece — a transshipment port at Galathea Bay —to
withhold information on its environmental clearances.

e, TR el T T 371 Jo7@ IRisrer — ol @ feua
FUTATAOT GG — 1 TS THfer T garel ST IHH
G0N TR § HE T STeTehRT WIS {oieh el & Sercll
W@l

e Yet, the Public Investment Board (PIB), a Finance
Ministry body, found in August 2024 that the port “lacked
strategic objectives”.

Tehe ol faraer S, St o #HATery b1 Ueh HEAT §, 7 3976 2024
F 917 foh 39 9eX9TTE # “TUTAITIeh 3eeRT” T 31T T

e That label arrived only afterwards, from the Ministry of
Defence and seems less like a founding rationale and more of
an afterthought, retrofitted to a balance sheet.

g YT IgaTel a1G H 8T HATCRT GaRT Yk ol 315 AR T8
T 3eCR™ Y 39T a1e; H S A0 3N S ghT @I &l

e Both the PIB and the Public-Private Partnership
Appraisal Committee cleared the proposal, yet the latter
refused ¥12,230 crore in Viability Gap Funding, telling the
Ports Ministry to find the money within its own budget.

e fraer 915 AR ardarfas- s smiert e afafa asr
o JEdTa T FIpfd &1, fohed aTe arely AfATT o 12,230 FA5 A
AT eI RATHITOT FEIAAT &7 A $ThR HI §U HGMe
FATST Y AT & TSI ATEUT § e STt i g |

e This was an unusual rebuke for a venture sold as
nationally vital.

TSET Fged T ARENSTAT o T H TE hT 31T 3YRHA & ToIT T Teh AT 3R |

e |fthe port cannot stand on commercial returns, and if its real purpose is military, the case for
a commercial transshipment hub dissolves.
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Ife Tg TEINE ATGHTIS oH & HTUR W e AT TohdlT 3R ITHT aed e 3e6ed dea g, ar
Uh ST TATATARYT Shg; T H 39T 3T FHTeT 8 A1 g

Great Nicobar sits at the southern tip of the Andaman and Nicobar archipelago, wrapped in
tropical rainforest and ringed by reefs of rare ecological value.

I fFARIER 375H1 Td [FhIaR ediaws g & afaiol oR W Rd &, St ssurh ety avias &
3resIfed T geter AR TEufie Hgca arel yarel et & for g3m B

The project — port, international airport, power plant and township — would clear vast tracts
of that forest, much of it primary, and disturb the nesting beaches of the leatherback turtle
and the habitat of the endemic Nicobar megapode.

Ig IR — TSTEH FeTame, IeRUSE gars 37ssT, [egd €37 3R 79R faehrg anférer § —
TareTer aeT &¥a1 T AT Y &M, TSITaT JTRIRILr #HeT aeT &, TUT AeIdh FHT oh 373 ol dlel el R

FYTToTeh [ AT & 3TaTH I FHTTIT |

Scientists who have studied the island warn that the loss would be irreversible, and that no
afforestation elsewhere can replace what is felled here.

&A1Y T LAY I ATl JATTaAen! o AdTaa &l & o a5 &1fer raRadea giefr 3R 3 fomar
ITIT IS T TATRIOT gT IS¢ TR ITT TaAT T $RUTS T8T Y TR |

Solar firms move High Court
over ‘unreasonable’ mandate

Industry associations from Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu are up in arms against a

Central rule that requires most new solar projects to be built only with domestically made cells

NEW DELHI

group of solar ma-
A nufacturers and de-
velopers has ap-

proached the Karnataka
High Court to defer a rule
that, from June 1, requires
most new solar projects to
use only domestically
made cells. They cite the
gap between what Indian
solar-cell makers charge
and international prices.

Cells listed under the go-
vernment’s  mandatory
‘ALMM  List-II' sell at
around 313 a watt, against
an imported price of about
%5 a watt, the petitioners
said. “¥5 and 3 is unrea-
sonable. That is what we
are asking [the court to ad-
dress],” Ramesh Shivanna
of the Karnataka Renewa-
ble Energy Systems Manu-
facturers Association
(KRESMA), which led the
petition, told The Hindu.

ALMM is the govern-
ment ratified Approved
List of Models and Manu-
facturers and a list of dom-
estic producer companies
whose solar panels and
constituent cells are man-
datory for electricity distri-
bution in India.

ALMM-1 is a list of about
130 module manufactur-
ers. ALMM-2 is a smaller
group of about 17 compa-
nies that makes the solar
cells for these modules.

The writ petition, filed
on June 6 by solar industry
associations from Karnata-
ka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu,
challenges Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy

Price imparity: Cells listed under the ‘ALMM List-II' sell at about
313 a watt, against an imported price of about 5 a watt. FILE PHOTO

(MNRE) orders that en-
force ALMM List-Il - the
approved list of domestic
solar-cell manufacturers —
for projects commissioned
on or after June 1, 2026. Re-
portedly other state asso-
ciations too have filed simi-
lar petitions in other
courts.

‘Defer enforcement”
The petitioners said they
do not oppose the list, but
want its enforcement de-
ferred, at least a year, until
domestic cells are available
in adequate quantity and
quality, and at a competi-
tive price. The petitioners
also pointed to the Finance
Ministry’s classification of
the West Asia conflict as a
force majeure event, under
which the MNRE allowed
extensions of contractual
deadlines to solar-cell mak-
ers; the same considera-
tion, they said, should ap-
ply to developers.

Mr. Shivanna said the
government must step in
on price until domestic

supply matures. “The go-
vernment should regulate
the price,” he said.

“When something is
available so cheap in the
global market and here
you are being made to pay
[much more], it is the go-
vernment’s responsibility
to study what is happening
globally and in India.”

A handful of cell mak-
ers, he argued, were cap-
turing the gain: by his esti-
‘mate, at a 30 GW annual
build and a roughly ¥8-a-
watt  premium, about
$24,000 crore a year
would flow to “four-five
‘manufacturers,” several of
whom had also received
production-linked incen-
tives. According to MNRE
database, only six of the se-
venteen ALMM-2 compa-
nies carry “high-efficien-
cy” solar cells cells —
Emmvee, Premier Ener-
gies Photovoltaic, Mundra
Solar PV, Tata Power Re-
newable Energy (a small
247 MW line), Waaree and
Renewsys, Reliance and Ju-

piter Solartech.

The dispute exposes a
structural gap at the heart
of India’s solar expansion.
Installed solar capacity has
crossed 144 GW and is
growing about 40% a year,
and module-assembly ca-
pacity has reached roughly
210 GW. But upstream cell
manufacturing — the step
the new rule targets —
stood at only about 27 GW
at the end of 2025, accord-
ing to Mercom India, a
clean-energy research
group. Ratings agency Ca-
reEdge estimates domestic
cells meet just 25-30% of
demand, leaving India re-
liant on imports, mainly
from China. “Right now
the whole capacity (of high
efficiency cells) manufac-
tured in India is not
enough for our require-
ment,” Mr. Shivanna said.

“When we ask for cell
supply, [many] don’t have
stock.” All companies that
make cells make modules
but many modules makers
don’t make cells whereby
about 14 companies make
up 98% of India’s solar ca-
pacity addition.

MNRE has refused a
blanket extension, saying
in a May 25 order that in-
dustry consensus favoured
“policy stability” to protect
investor confidence in
domestic manufacturing,
and offering instead case-
by-case relief for projects
that are substantially built.
On Monday, the ministry
constituted a four-member
expert committee to vet
applications for time
extension.

09J6. Solar firms move High
Court over ‘unreasonable’
mandate

‘I sfaariar & f@ars @k

e A group of solar manufacturers
and developers has approached the
Karnataka High Court to defer a rule that,
from June 1, requires most new solar
projects to use only domestically made
cells.

Hit Tt 3 Saera & v wHE A
FeATeH g€ DI T T AT dIfeh 3T
g & e 5 @, A ded 1@ d
HfRenier 78 EN IRASTAIT & herel el
w0 ¥ AT A 1 3ueT 1faar far
TR

e They cite the gap between what
Indian solar-cell makers charge and
international prices.

T AR WR-Jer frATanait carT aegen
SATeT aTell ShiHAAT AR ARTSET HIAdT
I T & A FIgarem e & |

e Cells listed under the
government’s mandatory ‘ALMM List-II’
sell at around ¥13 a watt, against an

imported price of about ¥5 a watt, the
petitioners said.
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ITTRIRTRT3T o ITHR TR T AT ‘ALMM List-Il 7 Feaeys Al o179 13 gfd are &
forehdl €, STerfeh 3TfeieT Aot hr hIaeT ofarstar X5 Wi are &

ALMM is the government ratified Approved List of Models and Manufacturers and a list of
domestic producer companies whose solar panels and constituent cells are mandatory for
electricity distribution in India.

ALMM SR ZaRT 37#led Approved List of Models and Manufacturers & o2 38 3o
ERe] 3cUIGeh STl &t it AT & Toreteh @ Yater AR 3e7eh el Wﬁﬁ'{gﬁﬁﬂ?ﬂ%%ﬁr
faarr 8

ALMM-1 is a list of about 130 module manufacturers.

ALMM-1 Sa1873T 130 Algge faATansit 1 g=h g1

ALMM-2 is a smaller group of about 17 companies that makes the solar cells for these
modules.

ALMM-2 S3T87aT 17 FUferal 1 Teh BICT HHE ¢ ST 51 Aol & forw HR el F70TT B

Installed solar capacity has crossed 144 GW and is growing about 40% a year, and
module-assembly capacity has reached roughly 210 GW.

T | &TAAT 144 GW & 37f8reh gY Tehr & 3R wI9781aT 40% Wherad &Y &3 & 576 W &, Stifeh
IS -3HTelY GTAT T 210 GW T Tgd ThT &
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The real stable
coin play is in
the plumbing
that makes

it work

Gaining traction: Stable coins currently in circulation are
expected to surge as much as 15-fold by 2030. REUTERS

Reuters
LONDON

Stable coins grab the headlines,but the bigger
prize for private equity investors may lie in the
digital “plumbing” that makes them work.

We are rapidly moving into the age of Al yet
moving money still relies on architecture built for
an analogue era: slow,expensive and complex.
Stable coins could change that. This type of
digital currency is pegged to a reserve asset like
the U.S. dollar. Because of this structure, they are
gaining traction in cross-border payments,
treasury operations, crypto settlement and as a
store of value in volatile economies.

Importantly, they are also offering something
the traditional financial rails often cannot:
near-instant settlement, round-the-clock
operability, modest friction costs and a viable
alternative where banking infrastructure is thin
or trust is weak.

This tokenized form of cash is therefore more
than an incremental upgrade. If properly
structured and rigorously regulated, stable coins
could do to money what email did to snail mail:
make the old system increasingly obsolete.

Stable coins currently in circulation are
expected to surge as much as 15-fold by 2030,
according to Citi and Brookfield research. The
debate is no longer whether they will scale, bu
thow quickly — and who will profit when they do.

History suggests the biggest gains in a
technological boom are rarely made by investing
in the invention itself. They are captured in the
infrastructure that enables rapid adoption. For
example, in the 19th century, railroads on their
own did not drive industrialization and the
massive wealth creation that came with it. The
gains came from the web of steel, coal,logistics
and distribution networks that followed.
Electrification was not about the light bulb, but
the grid. Stable coins are no different. They are
the spark for transforming money movement, not
the engine driving conversion.

[0}
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Token explosion

Wall Street is rapidly moving deeper into digital
assets. This is feeding the broader trend of
tokenization, the process of turning traditional
assets into digital tokens. The New York Stock
Exchange, part of Intercontinental Exchange, is
partnering with Securitize - a major player in
tokenization - on a platform for digital coins
linked to stocks and ETFs. Meanwhile, Nasdaq is
teaming up with Kraken - a cryptocurrency
exchange - to let investors trade tokenized
versions of listed stocks and ETFs.

More broadly, in a recent Broadridge survey of
950 financial services firms, 54% said their firm is
investing in tokenization, while 53% believe
blockchain will dramatically reshape settlement.

For established financial institutions, the
choice is stark:integrate and evolve this new
technology or cede ground as activity shifts to
faster, cheaper, more transparent rails.

In short, this appears to be a structural shift,
not a cyclical one.

The technology needed for this instantaneous,
trackable movement of money already exists.
What remains under built is the plumbing that
will enable stable coins to connect seamlessly
with the existing financial system. The
opportunity lies not in stable coins themselves,
but in owning the toll roads they travel on.

This infrastructure includes issuance
platforms, payment processors, digital wallets,
custody systems, and the other on-and off-ramps
that convert traditional currency into digital and
back. It also includes compliance tools such as
“know your customer” (KYC), anti-money
laundering (AML) and transaction monitoring
services.

This is where private equity can come in.

Capital can help financial institutions
modernize legacy systems, carve out digital asset
units from larger groups, or support governments
building national digital-currency platforms.

None of this is risk-free. Stable coins are not
insured like bank deposits, and their stability
depends on the quality and liquidity of the
issuer’s reserves. Compared with banks, the firms
that manage stable coins have fewer resources to
address fraud and cybersecurity risks.

Moreover, regulatory clarity is needed.
Markets do not scale when faced with ambiguity.
Investors and institutions will require clear rules
on reserves, redemptions, supervision
andconsumer protection.

09J6. The real stable coin
play is in the plumbing
that makes it work

TETA PIST FT JHAT T
3 TR FIAT & ¢ Y
0 FrRie T &

e Stable coins grab the
headlines, but the bigger prize for
private equity investors may lie
in the digital “plumbing” that
makes them work.

fheT UTgde siFadr Rdersi &
# g1 Hhell § S gog rdelieT qarelr
gl

e We are rapidly moving
into the age of Al, yet moving
money still relies on architecture
built for an analogue era: slow,
expensive and complex.

§H ol & Al & ZaT H JaAT @
&, T ofY &7 o1 gciaoT 37efy oft
3 TAT R IR E Y TaAreliar
g & fow 9t a7$ o efelr, wgah
3R S|

e Stable coins could
change that.
T FIeT 38 9T Thd ¢
e This type of digital

currency is pegged to a reserve
asset like the U.S. dollar.

3 R 1 f3fSTee Far
AN sTerw ST IIRTaTd
gREafy & SEr AT gl

e Because of this structure, they are gaining traction in cross-border payments, treasury
operations, crypto settlement and as a store of value in volatile economies.

S AT o SROUT I HIAT-R ST, FINRIR Farerar, freel favere qur 3feuR srdegaensit
H AET-FAGOT & WA & T H NI & W
e Importantly, they are also offering something the traditional financial rails often cannot: near-

instant settlement, round-the-clock operability, modest friction costs and a viable
alternative where banking infrastructure is thin or trust is weak.

Hgcaqul &9 F, I G Gl o Jere T ¢ § S IRAR Tl sqaeT 3eraT w7eT < el
TMHIT AR fAYCT, 24x7 HTeleT &THCT, FH lecsT aeTd 3T 37 8737 7 Faer [Farey gt

AT 3TaEEAT FHAAR § AT IRAT FH B
e This tokenized form of cash is therefore more than an incremental upgrade.

ST AT T TG UFATSSS FTART ol Teh AT GUR U el AT g
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If properly structured and rigorously regulated, stable coins could do to money what email
did to snail mail: make the old system increasingly obsolete.

I s¢ 3T o1 A WA 3R wee & R forar ST, O ad Fig 9 F 17 agy &=
Hehdl § SiT SHS o IRYRh STeh o AT FhaT UT: T oI T - IR Tt ST

Stable coins currently in circulation are expected to surge as much as 15-fold by 2030,
according to Citi and Brookfield research.

Citi 3R Brookfield & 2iTer & 3eT8R, TcTATT H Telolel & Hise Faol hige T ATHT 2030 TF
15 (AT §¢ Hehell B

The debate is no longer whether they will scale, but how quickly — and who will profit when
they do.

379 98T 50 9T WX AGT ¢ 1o I 93 YA I 3TUTT SATT3T AT 78T, Sfodh 30 W & o T8 fohdeir
SIS & g 3R 38 et fondr ferem|

History suggests the biggest gains in a technological boom are rarely made by investing in
the invention itself.

STAgTH ST & o dehetishr il & SRIeT T F8T a1 HTAGR I Fa 3fasehr 7 A2 s
¥ e fAerar|

They are captured in the infrastructure that enables rapid adoption.

3 3 AT H fAfgd 1d & S e 319eA1a) b G97d FATcT B

For example, in the 19th century, railroads on their own did not drive industrialization and the
massive wealth creation that came with it.

3ETEX0T & ToIT, 194t ATsdY 3 hact YA o HigARitor 3R I8 3cuee faene dufy
TYATOT ST 3719 ALY ST AT

The gains came from the web of steel, coal, logistics and distribution networks that
followed.

oITST AT, S, Wiforecad 3R Ao Aeas! & carash T & JTed g3 S e 7 fashfaa
§UI

Electrification was not about the light bulb, but the grid.

Taregcitentor 1 372 Shael sToel =TgT T, SToeh s |

Stable coins are no different.

T PIseT 3 STY 3TAIT T8 8

They are the spark for transforming money movement, not the engine driving conversion.

T T EATAIT T S olel dTell RITTRY 8, TRadeT ot TeTTold St aTell Soief oTaT |

Token explosion

AFd RATPiE

Wall Street is rapidly moving deeper into digital assets.
It ¥ dont @ f3foee afitgafaat $r iR sg W@ el

This is feeding the broader trend of tokenization, the process of turning traditional assets into
digital tokens.

TG SAHATFAU I SATeh YTl hl FGTaT & T&T &, Tordd IRUReh GRETTT o f8foreer et #
gRafda frar srar gl

The New York Stock Exchange, part of Intercontinental Exchange, is partnering with
Securitize — a major player in tokenization — on a platform for digital coins linked to stocks
and ETFs.

AT ¥l e, Sl Intercontinental Exchange & f@HT §, Securitize & A1 AISiaRT
Y TgT & olifeh AR 3R ETF & 53 FBTSieel dhiget & fov ueh #He fashfare fovam o @

Meanwhile, Nasdaq is teaming up with Kraken — a cryptocurrency exchange — to let
investors trade tokenized versions of listed stocks and ETFs.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 6



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

g4l I Nasdag, Kraken =THeh foheeteh {8l Terast & Q1Y fAeTehT foraerent T Felaeer Rt
3R ETF & SheAlgss TER0N H AR ST glaen & @18l

More broadly, in a recent Broadridge survey of 950 financial services firms, 54% said their
firm is investing in tokenization, while 53% believe blockchain will dramatically reshape
settlement.

I § F W dt 950 faeir dar Fufaat ox fww a1v g1ferar Broadridge WEaToT 7 54% o gl
R 3T HUeT SrhalTSoieleT H fAAU FT T &, STefeh 53% HT AT & foh selldhdsT foTgeTe JUTelT
T T g F&el oo

For established financial institutions, the choice is stark: integrate and evolve this new
technology or cede ground as activity shifts to faster, cheaper, more transparent rails.

T ol et & A1eet TISE fAshed §: 50 A5 deheilh I AUATRT A Ad &l AT
arfafaferat & aer, I 3R 31T aReRlt AT $i 3R AR gl W 391 fufa @r &
In short, this appears to be a structural shift, not a cyclical one.

T8I H, Tg U XGATCHS IRad Tdid 8idT &, o foh ThId IRad|

The technology needed for this instantaneous, trackable movement of money already exists.

el & 38 caRel 3R & fohT ST Tehet dTel §EATTRUT & feIT 32T Teheileh Tl ¥ Hl[G B

What remains under built is the plumbing that will enable stable coins to connect seamlessly
with the existing financial system.

Tore =it a7 373 8t oot faehrar A1€T §31T &, 98 5 JMURETT T & S TSIl iget bl AlSTar
Ta™T JoTTell & Tl &9 & SIS Toh |

The opportunity lies not in stable coins themselves, but in owning the toll roads they travel on.
3R TIT LA hiseT H oTeT, STedh 3o AT o TaTiHcd H ¢ folel I J Told &1

This infrastructure includes issuance platforms, payment processors, digital wallets,

custody systems, and the other on-and off-ramps that convert traditional currency into digital
and back.

S TAETTAT A SAFOT Clewhidd, i WAw, Rioree ate, Fredt Rwes qur aiuRes #gar
o f3fsteel Har 7 3R AT Seelet aTel 31w ATETH A &

It also includes compliance tools such as know your customer (KYC), anti-money
laundering (AML) and transaction monitoring services.

393 Know Your Customer (KYC), Anti-Money Laundering (AML) 3R QsTéeT e dam
SR 3fegaTereT 3uehor 8fY enfaer 8

This is where private equity can come in.

TEY I 817 & STl IIRAT $FaEY T 91fAHT Fgcaqut & el ¥

Capital can help financial institutions modernize legacy systems, carve out digital asset units
from larger groups, or support governments building national digital-currency platforms.

ST FarfRr SreTet P SR oM T e S, T2 Wt @ RS aRwafy
SRISAT eI T AT ISEY f3TSTee el o TAhad kel arell TRART F FodeT o & HgrAeT
FX Ghdll ol

None of this is risk-free.

ST & F1s o F STQ-75d 7671 81

Stable coins are not insured like bank deposits, and their stability depends on the quality and
liquidity of the issuer’s reserves.

TS Fige e STHT T oG SNTAT TET 81t 3R SeTehT R STRIHclT o HSR Y A[0TarT AT
AT R AR AT B

Compared with banks, the firms that manage stable coins have fewer resources to address
fraud and cybersecurity risks.

St AT Tolell ¥ Tl ISl T T el dTell hfardl & IR L@ AR Arga e
@AY & fATea & forw wa Ty« g1d &1
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e Moreover, regulatory clarity is needed.
g% faRed AT Tasedr 3maTs &1
e Markets do not scale when faced with ambiguity.

HATEIAAT 1 FEATT 7 SR 73 JA 9T fah & 7187 g aral|

¢ Investors and institutions will require clear rules on reserves, redemptions, supervision and
consumer protection.

ALt 3R GEUET f 613R, A, AIRE 37R 3usieFaT GaTor & GO Tuse [FTaAT

3TaLTHAT g |

GS Paper Il1: Science and Technology | 09 June 2026
TOPICS COVERED
09J6 | Amplifying random numbers brings a breakthrough in digital security

TS oaF FEanst Ht FAeaRa F:a ¥ Bfoes gran # va sgcaqor aberdr wed g8 ¢

09J6

New mustard hybrids need diverse farming plans

7§ o ava! fheAt & v iy $TY Aisemit 6 sraeasard)

‘Amplifying’ random numbers brings
a breakthrough in dlgltal security

Creating a truly unguessable password is difficult as even the best
quantum physics, scientists have now found a way t0 turn mostly random dafa i
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09J6. Amplifying random numbers brings
a breakthrough in digital security

5T wEast F fAEafa w@ & Bioew
YT A T Ageaqol AheldT 9T g5 &

e Creating a truly unguessable password is
difficult as even the best computers leave behind
subtle, predictable patterns; by tapping into the power
of quantum physics, scientists have now found a way
to turn mostly random data into flawless security
keys that are practically impossible to predict.

AT A AT o AT ST Fhed ATelT ITHAS TeATeAT
fSet &, i Falfas FegeT off GeH Td qalgaiy
ufawT oI5 S §; Faren siifah $r e 1 3aair
mgtr,?ﬁﬁaﬁﬁrmm'mazmgaﬁ
I geam Fiorat 7 aRafda # a1 v e e
fora &, fSietent Qe ATeT ool SaTagTRe: &9 & 31897

gl
e Most digital security relies today on
random numbers to generate cryptographic keys.

e Jrferarier fBfSree gram frcekanfes Fort
(Cryptographic Keys) 3c9eet #3a1 & fav agRas
TEaTHt @ vt e B

e Think of a cryptographic key like a long,
complex password.

T fReeranithe Felt ol Ueh oid 3R Sifee ardas &
AT HARIU

e If that password is truly random, an attacker
has to guess every possible combination.
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I a IHas dRecd & Arg oo §, dl ol ThAvTERRT Sl Tl FeTad Fletet i oAl
STAT BT |

But if the ‘random’ process used to make that password has a pattern, the attacker can use
that pattern to skip billions of guesses.

fohe] afe; 30 IS I Tt ATell ‘TlgTeseh’ TishaT 7 I Yee g1, ot HThAURY 3H Yt &l
3T ek 3RS HTATAT T BIS Hehell B

Digital security has an Achilles’s heel: the numbers it uses for encryption are rarely as
random as they seem.

T3free gueT T vsh FHAR F3 (Achilles’s heel) &: TTFheere H Gg&d HEAT I1: Scfait
g 6T Bl fordett & wefd e €1
But in a study published in Nature, researchers at ETH Zirich have demonstrated a new

solution called randomness amplification, where they used quantum physics to turn
predictable bits of data into certifiably perfect randomness.

fée Nature ¥ GeifRIaT weh 31eadel & ETH Zirich & 2ierehai3ill of {sAa woealiftharerer
(Randomness Amplification) =TT Ueh AGT TATTT UG v, S as 37gier Fates sifashr
T 3UANT Fleh TATTAY ST Ted hl JATOIT qof Argfeahar # aRafdd far|

Creating true randomness is actually really difficult.

AT TGSl 3cesl AT AT H 3cAd Hide gl

Most random number generators (RNGs) produce bits with a small bias.
31TRRIer Y5A S STAYET (RNGs) 28 Y&TUTd aTel foed 3cdeeT id &

Say you're flipping a coin that lands on ‘heads’ 51% of the time instead of 50%.

AT NAT 37T Teh VAT FRiarahr 36T 38 & ST 50% & TATT W 51% IR 838 W PRar g1
That 1% difference is a bias.

g 1% T 3R Teh 9491 (Bias) gl

So if you give a classical computer a biased coin, any data it produces based on that coin will
remain just as biased and predictable, no matter how much the computer tries to improve on
the input.

37eT: IfE 3T fordlr AREAT I b Ueh TETUTCAT Fiereht S &, T SHY Sceat h1s 81 SeT e &1
TETITeH R JaleTA e &elT T, TTg HTYE STYE T LR T Fohelal 37 9218 |

This is why even high-end random number generators suffer from experimental imperfections
— like heat or electronic noise — that make their outcomes slightly biased, and thus
predictable to an advanced attacker.

S HRUT 3T TR YA e STeied 8l FSAT IT Solerciioleh AR ST Jraferes 3rqoiansit &
JHTTIT 81 &, SIT SeToh GRUTIAT T 2TET TETATAT §1T Sl & 3R 3T TR Tohdll SeaTc TSHAVIRRI
& o7 3¢ aTeT g 911 Fehell & |

The ETH Zirich team achieved it using a Bell test, a physics experiment designed to prove
a phenomenon called quantum entanglement.

ETH Zrich &1 &3 & 38 ¥ 9871 (Bell Test) T 3YIRT aah U fohdT, ST FaTeH Sasd
(Quantum Entanglement) #lTHe EesTT & FAEE el g ST 31T Teh Hifcrehr 7T &

Entanglement is a state where two quantum particles — like atoms or photons — become
linked such that a measurement performed on one patrticle instantly affects the other, no
matter how far apart they are.

399 (Entanglement) G 3/aET § TSIA# &l FaTEH HOT — SIY TATY] AT BIEid — H TR
TS Bl € T Teh 0T o) ToRam aTr AT @Y b Rl WA AT 8, WIE d Toh-g@R & fehctetr o
A W E|

In a Bell test, two entangled particles are separated and measured.

Teh Sl qO8ToT H, aaaagqa;ﬁaﬁmﬁvmm%ﬁudw AT TRaT ST 8
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o |[f the particles answer in a particular highly correlated way, it will show that the answers were
not secretly decided in advance.

Ifg FoT T 9y 3cafs Hgdacy adis & ufafsar ¢ §, df I8 geifer & 30 3R gl ¥
e &9 § foreifa 787 &

¢ In other words, the test will prove the universe itself did not know the answer until the moment
the measurement happened.

g rsal A, g TReTT At I o T3 SEATs 1 8 3o T #ATel 39 &T0T e oTg! AT 51 oleh
I STET 3T

e Now, in quantum physics, the act of measuring something creates new information that
wasn'’t there before.

379, FareH Hifadr 7, frey qE T AT el Y ST 7S FEAT 3coed el § Sl Tl
HEca 7 =187 &N

e For example, each of the two particles will be in a superposition of multiple states.
3ETERT & foIT, Gl ST 37eieh HGEATHT & AEARIIOT # giet |

e \When you measure one, it will collapse into one particular state — and so will the other
entangled particle.

S 3119 Ueh &l ATYT d &, ﬁ%wﬁﬁwmﬁﬁmm—aﬁ?wsﬂwgﬂw
&Y O & R

e This ffinal’ state is the new information.
g ‘AR HTEAT Y 7S FAAT BT B

e Because this information is born at the exact instant of measurement, it is impossible for
anyone to have known the outcome in advance.

Hfeh TE GIIT AT o Sieh ST &T0T 3ceet Blcil §, SATAT fohdll & ToIT 8y IROTH &l ggel &
ST 3THAT &
e |n the work, the team used this information as an additional source of randomness.

58 S H, EH o 38 FAAT T 3ULNT IGTeShdT & TR et & & H faha|

Quantum advantage
FaTCH AT

¢ In their experiment, the team members entangled two particles, then placed them 30 m apart.
379 T &, 1 & Tl ¥ & Ul S 3T 3R O 3¢ 30 Hiex gt o @

e This distance made sure the particles could not ‘cheat’ by communicating their final’ states to
each other at the speed of light.

39 lt o GlATRT foraT o 0T ehrer T 1f & 379 HTAH ITTAT3H T 3TTeT-TeTe Hich
‘GIEr 7 ¢ G|

o Next, they used random biased bits to decide how to measure each particle.
S8 91G, 3e6iet Fcdeh HUT T A H4 forar are, g fFeia w & fow agfess gamard
forew =1 39Ner foham|

e Then, with the measurement outcomes, they calculated the Bell violation score — a
measure of how strongly the particles were entangled, and thus how clueless the universe
might have been about the measurement outcomes.

BT, AT & IROTAT T TERIAT A 3ogisl 9o Seorte TP T VAT H — g SH AT FI AT &
%w%ﬁmﬁm@gﬁﬁwwwﬁwﬁ%aﬁﬁmmmﬁw
gl

e “ltis aclean instance of quantum advantage: a task quantum physics performs that classical

physics provably cannot,” Marin lvezic, founder of research-driven consulting firm Applied
Quantum, wrote on his site.

“JUg FATTH T T Teh TISE 3ETEI0T & U1 R TS Faied A T gond) § et e
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AR Tl T & A&7 X Fehcll,” 2Mer-3mene IHLT HEAT & FEAIFH AN 33Tk o 9=l
Jearse W forar|

However, the highest score quantum physics allows is 2.82.
gTellich, FFaicH $ffclehl ZaRT 3TTHT STadH ThR 2.82 B

And the closer an experiment gets to this value, the stronger the evidence that the particles
are behaving according to quantum physics alone rather than also being influenced by bias.

ﬁ?ﬁémﬁammsﬂmH%ﬁquum%, 3T &1 Yool JHTOT TR & foF T shder
FaTeH AT & HTHR IgR X I¢ &, o foh ol geTara & genfad gl

In a lab, stray heat, microscopic timing errors, and other subtle factors can create noise that
biases the particles in small ways.

SRS &, AR ST, YEH THIIA TMedl R 37 FaH e VAT AR 3ol Y Hehdd
g it Uil T YIS E TR G&TITcH §a1T ST 8|

And an attacker who understands the specific noise in a setup might notice that when the
system glitches, it tends to produce a ‘1’ more often than a ‘0’, and use that to their
advantage.

3R FIS MHAVHRY ST FdT caaeT & TAfASe 2N T THSTAT &), Tg & TohdT § T ST JUTTelr
A AT AT & Y T8 ‘0" BT 39T 17 3T IcToeT AT &, 3 TE SHAT olTeT IST Hehell &

The researchers now had two resources: the original random biased bits and the new
outcomes from the Bell test.

379 QMETRATHT & T &1 HETEIT &: Fef TG oo TaTaTel fac 3R aer wretor § uree A¢
aRome|

They combined both using a mathematical tool called a two-source extractor.

3oiet Q1T T gfa- Al forseda ATHe A0 ITHIOT I FrIAT ¥ FAIToTe [T |

Its purpose is to blend two independent strings of data.

SHHT 35T HTehs! i al T WA T THlTeT 5

Independent means knowing anything about String 1 must reveal nothing about String 2, and
vice versa.

TIAAAT T IRY & o TEell HTe & TR H IS 8f ST GEY 4Tl & SR A F& 87t Gohe o
F, 3R 5T AUl Y T TT 8l

“The resulting sequence of zeros and ones is now really perfectly random, and we can even
certify that,” Prof. Renner, a professor at the Institute for Theoretical Physics at ETH Zirich,
said in the note.

‘Y= R Tk T AROTHT el 3 aedd 7 quia: Agfoed §, AR §H g8 TA0T 87 & Henet
g, dewnifas Hifaehr Teame o JIheR R o feoqult 77 e
The certificate is the Bell test score.

g YHTUTIT Sl TL&T0T THR g

“The technical improvements allowed us, for the first time, to create random numbers that will
remain perfectly random for all eternity — no matter what analytical methods are used to
assess their randomness,” Prof. Renner added.

“Tehetlehl JURT o1 g Tgell SR THT ATg et HEATY 3choel Thiel H TETH ST § ST 3Teidl hlel
e qUTT: ATgTeeeh Sl IGal — TTE SeTehl TG esehll &l Hediehe el & Toll IS &7
TIAvuTcHS A Tt o7 319118 SITT,” WhaT T & 3779 haT|

The team also said their protocol to generate purely random numbers is device-independent
— a gold standard in security that means even if you don’t trust the person who built the
hardware, even if you don’t fully understand how the machine works, you can trust the output
to be random.

& o I 97 gl o UTa: AgTeoe HEATT Sctee] Fdel &l 3oTehl TTshaT IUFIOT-FIad § — i
GR&TT T TGO ATeTeh ¢ | SHhT 7Y & o T 37T GTSAT STt aTel g o) faeare =gl il &,
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a7 T T FRETOTA 1 I G 7 TAT g1, T 3 379 38 HBCYE F AGoH gt W

SRIET T Fhd B

e In physics, it is mathematically impossible for a classical theory to score higher than 2 on a

Bell test.

AT 3, frdl e fcHia & fIT Sof qT0T 7 2 ¥ 318 TR WTd 3T 01T &9 &

3T &

New mustard
hybrids
need diverse

farming plans
MGSILS&T .

In the 2026-27 rabi sowing season, from
October to April, Indian farmers are set to
begin the wide-scale cultivation of
imidazolinone-resistant (IMI-resistant)
mustard hybrids. These hybrids are
designed to overcome a parasitic weed
called Orobanche, a major hurdle in
oilseed production.

India has long grappled with an edible
oils deficit. In 2024-25, the country
imported around 16 million tonnes at
about 1.6 lakh crore. Mustard is the most
vital oilseed crop to meet this demand,
especially in the arid environments of
North India. However, its yields have been
suppressed throughout the year by
Orobanche, a destructive root parasite
that attaches to the mustard plant and
drains it of water and nutrients. (It has
more recently been called Phelipanche.)

The new IMI-resistant hybrids are a
technological solution to this problem.
Unlike genetically modified (GM) crops,
these hybrids were developed in a
process called mutation breeding — where
scientists breed crops to preserve certain
natural mutations. The process is based
on an enzyme called acetolactate
synthase (ALS), which is essential for
plant growth. Normal mustard plants are
killed by IMI herbicides because the
herbicides inhibit ALS.

In the new IMI-resistant hybrids, a
single change in the plant’s DNA rendered
the ALS enzyme resistant to the

Hl

herbicide, freeing farmers to spray IMI
herbicides directly over the field, killing
only the weeds. This strategy is
particularly effective against Orobanche
because, as the herbicide moves through
the soil and the plant, it strikes the
parasite where manual weeding can’t
reach.

Farmers have welcomed these hybrids
because they don't increase the demand
for labour exactly when it might be
unavailable, especially in the narrow
window when weeding is necessary, and
the research community because it
protects oilseeds.

However, some experts have urged
caution over their long-term use. In a
commentary recently published in the
journal Current Science, Deepak Pental, a
leading geneticist at the University of
Delhi, acknowledged the immediate
benefits but also said the technology must
be managed with care to prevent the
weeds from evolving their own resistance.

Prof. Pental explained that if farmers
rely on only one type of herbicide year
after year, the “strong directional
selection” will lead to “the emergence of
resistant or less susceptible weed
populations, the erosion of herbicide
efficacy, and ultimately the strategic
failure of the production system built
around that chemistry”.

To that end, he wrote that the
introduction of these new crops should
not be viewed as a simple trade-off, where
chemicals merely replace manual labour,
but as a “challenge” that requires a
variety of weed-control methods.
Specifically, for the technology to remain
viable for more than a few years, it must
be part of a broader, more diverse
farming strategy that includes rotating
crops, using different types of herbicides
with various modes of action, and
continuing to use manual weeding to
remove any weeds that survive the
chemical spray. “A single herbicide mode
of action cannot be the foundation of a
sustainable weed management strategy in
any agriculture,” Prof. Pental wrote.

As India rolls out IMI-resistant mustard
this season, the new challenge for the
agricultural enterprise will be to ensure
these powerful new tools become part of
a “durable, and evolutionarily informed”
programme rather than a quick fix.

09J6. New mustard hybrids
need diverse farming plans
1§ ¥ |3l fReAl & faw
Rfrer FR ot
JTaRTHT B

e Inthe 2026-27 rabi sowing
season, from October to April,
Indian farmers are set to begin the
wide-scale cultivation of
imidazolinone-resistant (IMI-
resistant) mustard hybrids.

a¥ 2026-27 & &t gaT§ AlwA A,

FFgaR ¥ I & SR, et forarer
sfAsEfaatT-gfae aeat @t Ay
STYF T I Well TR 4 a1 3

e These hybrids are designed to
overcome a parasitic weed called
Orobanche, a major hurdle in oilseed
production.

$oT T T AR ATHS TRidr
TR ¥ fAues & fore fasfaa frar
AT, S fAeTea 3cures # U oHE
ST

e India has long grappled with
an edible oils deficit.

HRA s GHY T Wigd dal Y HAT
AT U S @6

e In 2024-25, the country
imported around 16 million tonnes at
about ¥1.6 lakh crore.

q¥ 2024-25 F A & STHT 1.6 FAT
T WIeT Aol &1 3T oT9T87eT 1.6 e
FUS T 1 IETT I fmam|

e Mustard is the most vital oilseed crop to meet this demand,
especially in the arid environments of North India.

S HIIT T R A & AT FIHT Gl HgeaquT Tclelgel HEel &, TATRT 3o IR & ek atat

o However, its yields have been suppressed throughout the year by Orobanche, a destructive
root parasite that attaches to the mustard plant and drains it of water and nutrients.
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& it I Ry 38eT otel 3R 919 dcd 98 o ¢

(It has more recently been called Phelipanche.)

(&TeT & aut & =8 hferddY oft T = 9 &1)

The new IMI-resistant hybrids are a technological solution to this problem.
AT METHAATE-ITARNEY HHT ST TATIT T Teh dehal ekl AT & |

Unlike genetically modified crops, these hybrids were developed in a process called
mutation breeding — where scientists breed crops to preserve certain natural mutations.

I fF 7 § FAMAT HHal & AU, g7 Tt 1 ScaRacer gotetet w1 Fiohar ear
faehfaicT foham aram &, Foraet 8mfeieh o wrepfcieh ScaRachil o1 TRTET TG §T PFfell bl Fotelel
ERGES

The process is based on an enzyme called acetolactate synthase (ALS), which is essential
for plant growth.

Ig gfshar vHielete e A Tarsd R 3maTRa &, S otul &1 gefr & fow srca smavas
gl

Normal mustard plants are killed by IMI herbicides because the herbicides inhibit ALS.

AT TIET F GieT TETHIME AFATRAAT T 75 & ST & FAiTh T et vdlieioee [

& par T Vb & B

In the new IMI-resistant hybrids, a single change in the plant's DNA rendered the ALS
enzyme resistant to the herbicide, freeing farmers to spray IMI herbicides directly over the
field, killing only the weeds.

AT AETHAITE- I TN F T & vaAT 7 v IRad A veeFee A Tass &
QMR=ATRTT & Tfey FfRIEl 97 feam §, fora% ohare @ & TS STSUASNTS QAMhaATRi &7 fsed e
ohd ¢ 3R Fadl TITIR =75¢ 8l &1

This strategy is particularly effective against Orobanche because, as the herbicide moves
through the soil and the plant, it strikes the parasite where manual weeding can’t reach.

g I AW &0 8 RS & Tavets FamdY § Fifen ameparedt A 3R 9ier & sfray FaRa
BIY 3 Gl cIeh TE T & STel 81y A Tors Hever +7e giell|

In a commentary recently published in the journal Current Science, Deepak Pental, a
leading geneticist at the University of Delhi, acknowledged the immediate benefits but also
said the technology must be managed with care to prevent the weeds from evolving their own
resistance.

BT 81 7 T HIE AIFH H YT Ueh feoqoft 7 das Jedr, 5 el [azafaearea & v
Y@ A AhITAE &, 7 S8 Alcehlferoh oel T FelepR foha, fahe e ot et foh @ucant &
feRIYe &TAT faehad gl & Aehel & FoIT S0 Teholien T AITUTAGdH TaeleT AT g

Prof. Pental explained that if farmers rely on only one type of herbicide year after year, the
strong directional selection will lead to the emergence of resistant or less susceptible weed

populations, the erosion of herbicide efficacy, and ultimately the strategic failure of the
production system built around that chemistry.

WIHEY Yool o TI9e fohaT s afg fordmet av eX 9 shael Ueh TR & 2meherell oR ¥R &et, ar
ool fERcH® T & ST YA 3721 e HdcaT2fel @ITdaR 3e1iedr fasriad giaf,
MhaATRTT T garaRierdr Tl 3R 37dd: 39 T STaTAT WX TR 3c9TesT JuTell fawhel
g STuafy|

Specifically, for the technology to remain viable for more than a few years, it must be part of a
broader, more diverse farming strategy that includes rotating crops, using different types of
herbicides with various modes of action, and continuing to use manual weeding to remove
any weeds that survive the chemical spray.

faehy & &, AfE 38 doeler 1 o avl § 3170E FAT d T FATT TG &, A 38 T s
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3 fafaer S Torifar a1 R St g, e waer @ 319a11eT, fafdieet srifafert arer
3TCT3T-3TE13T QAThATIRIAT ST 3TINT AT AT T (oAeh [SSHIT T I SATed aTel WXITART l g1 F
geTaT QA &l

¢ “Asingle herbicide mode of action cannot be the foundation of a sustainable weed
management strategy in any agriculture,” Prof. Pental wrote.

“Tordll 811 T JUTIeT & TohATT QTehat1el SRITAT feohTs WRUar Fererey ToTeiTer T TR oTE

ST Fohdll,” IIhaR Yed of Tordr|

GS Paper Il1: Internal Security 09 June 2026
TOPICS COVERED
09J6 | India expanded its nuclear arsenal in 2025, says SIPRI

A (SIPRI) % 38R, HRT & 2025 F 9= YIHATV] RN T fAFar

09J6

Nicobar project will enhance maritime security: officials

FAFRAT & AR, fAPITR TRIASTAT T JIaT 1 Yge Fah

India expanded its nuclear
arsenal in 2025, says SIPRI

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India is estimated to have
modestly expanded its nu-
clear arsenal in 2025 and
continued developing new
nuclear delivery systems,
according to the Stock-
holm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI)
Yearbook 2026 released on
Monday.

The report estimated
that India’s nuclear stock-
pile had increased to
around 190 warheads by
early 2026. The country
had around 180 such war-
heads in 2025.

SIPRI noted that New
Delhi’s ongoing nuclear
modernisation pro-
gramme is increasingly fo-
cused on developing lon-
ger-range weapons
capable of reaching targets
across China, while conti-
nuing to address security
concerns arising from its
long-standing rivalry with
Pakistan.

The annual assessment
of global armaments, dis-
armament and interna-
tional security also high-
lighted the May 2025
India-Pakistan  military
confrontation, describing

The report estimates
India’s military
expenditure at $92.1
billion, an increase of
8.9% from last year

Operation Sindoor as an
“unusually severe military
crisis” between the two
nuclear-armed
neighbours.

According to SIPRI, In-
dia carried out strikes dur-
ing the conflict against Pa-
kistani air and missile
bases that were likely to
have nuclear-related roles.
However, the institute ob-
served that both countries
took measures to prevent
further escalation despite
heightened tensions.

The report further not-
ed that India and Pakistan
integrated  cyberopera-
tions into active military
conflict for the first time
during the crisis, under-
scoring the evolving nature
of modern warfare and de-
terrence in South Asia.

Beyond the nuclear do-
main, India retained its po-
sition as the world’s fifth-
largest military spender in
2025. SIPRI estimated In-
dia’s military expenditure

at $92.1 billion, an increase
of 8.9% over the previous
year. The country ranked
behind only the United
States, China, Russia and
Germany in defence
spending.

India also remained the
world’s second-largest im-
porter of major arms dur-
ing the 2021-25 period, ac-
counting for 8.2% of global
arms imports. SIPRI identi-
fied Ukraine, India, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, and Pakistan
as the five largest arms im-
porters, collectively ac-
counting for 35% of global
imports during the period.

Modernising arsenals
The report said all nine nu-
clear-armed states — the
United States, Russia, the
United Kingdom, France,
China, India, Pakistan,
North Korea, and Israel —
continued to modernise
their arsenals and increas-
ingly relied on nuclear
weapons as instruments of
national power. Globally,
the nine countries pos-
sessed an estimated 12,187
nuclear warheads at the
start of 2026, of which
around 9,745 were held in
military stockpiles for po-
tential use.

09J6. India expanded its
nuclear arsenal in 2025,
says SIPRI

st (SIPRI) & 38R, IR &
2025 F 379e GIHATI] AFATMR
&1 favar fmar

e Indiais estimated to have
modestly expanded its nuclear
arsenal in 2025 and continued
developing new nuclear delivery
systems, according to the
Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI)
Yearbook 2026 released on
Monday.

HFGR T ST TETREIH FARSET
erifer sreTeeTeT Wt (Rsh)
aYfRTHT 2026 & AR, R o
a¥ 2025 # 379+ GATT AFATRTR T
AT FaETR foham Tm T g
waYqor yonfat & faerT i SRy

G|

e The report estimated that
India’s nuclear stockpile had
increased to around 190 warheads
by early 2026.

W%W,aﬁzozeﬁ@m
aasma:qmvgaimﬁw
190 UTATY] IRES &l 1T 3|
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The country had around 180 warheads in 2025.
a¥ 2025 # $Rcl o 9T SIT879T 180 YTHATI] IRes U

SIPRI noted that New Delhi’s ongoing nuclear modernisation programme is increasingly
focused on developing longer-range weapons capable of reaching targets across China, while
continuing to address security concerns arising from its long-standing rivalry with Pakistan.

Tt o Seere o foh 778 fereell & STRY YRATO 3Ty faeh o FRiw 37e T ofell gl & fAART
%ﬁwwaﬁm%ﬁa%sﬁmﬂ%mﬁrmﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ,mm%m
Erfentioren Tfdiedefar & Sctest GRaT FRia3it shr Farene o SRy g

Beyond the nuclear domain, India retained its position as the world’s fifth-largest military
spender in 2025.

URATI] 817 A W, AR o g 2025 F faed & diad Fa@ 3 Tl 577 I aTe) 8 o6 & F 3790
eyt g1T T |

SIPRI estimated India’s military expenditure at 92.1 billion 3/ R sTeR, an increase of 8.9%
over the previous year.

TS & $1RT ohT 87T 8 92.1 37 IANFY STerx 317k, SiY Foer I T Jorer & 8.9 wiAera
HRF L

The country ranked behind only the United States, China, Russia and Germany in defence
spending.

T 8% & AHS 7 AR ol §gFd T JART, der, w0 3 il & O @

India also remained the world’s second-largest importer of major arms during the 2021-25
period, accounting for 8.2% of global arms imports.

HRT 2021-25 T 3afer & faea T qur Ta@ 9371 997« AR A1 31 =11 g1, forgeh dikaen
&R 3T 7 8.2 wiaerd Rriery Wi

SIPRI identified Ukraine, India, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Pakistan as the five largest arms
importers, collectively accounting for 35% of global imports during the period.

AT & ToheT, AR, A IR, Fal IR TRFEATT 1 dT T T3 FTAAR 31ATTHT & &I H
RIfegc fohar, fSiereht g lRedery 54 3afer 7 afRae 3 &1 35 yfaerd ©

Modernising arsenals

YTATU] AFEARTRY HT ITerferehrator

The report said all nine nuclear-armed states — the United States, Russia, the United
Kingdom, France, China, India, Pakistan, North Korea, and Israel — continued to
modernise their arsenals and increasingly relied on nuclear weapons as instruments of
national power.

RANE & AR, il At GAT-TRT v — Tl T T IANHT, &, FArges fhorsw, wid,
e, 3R, iR, ST FIRAT IR MG — 37 AEAFIRT T I FARIHIOT T W g0 E
YT USE ATFd & ATereT 3§ F AT §IRAART 0 37 Ao a1 W@ &l

Globally, the nine countries possessed an estimated 12,187 nuclear warheads at the start of
2026.

afRgeh R IR Y 2026 T YT H 3T 7l G2 & IR I ATAT: 12,187 WA aReS Hisfe I
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e Ofthese, around 9,745 warheads were held in military stockpiles for potential use.

SoTH SIS 9,745 IATY] ARES eI 3TN o fAIT A $73RT H W 10 |

Nicobar BI‘O]EC’[ will enhance maritime security: officials

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Under the Great Nicobar Is-
land Development Project,
India plans to invest
around 13,000 crore to
build a dual-use airport
and runway for both civi-
lian and Navy operations,
said a senior official with
the Ministry of Defence on
Monday.

According to sources in
the Ministry, the project,
expected to be completed
within five years, will be
jointly funded by the Mi-
nistry along with the Minis-
try of Civil Aviation. The
government views the in-
itiative as a strategic invest-
ment aimed at strengthen-
ing maritime security,
boosting regional connec-

tivity and enhancing In-
dia’s presence in the Indo-
Pacific region.

Four components
Elaborating about the pro-
ject, the official said the
project comprises four ma-
jor components — an Inter-
national Container Trans-
shipment Port (ICTP), a
joint-user greenfield air-
port and Naval Air Station,
a modern township, and a
power plant. Together,
these projects are expect-
ed to transform Great Nico-
bar into a key maritime
and economic hub while
enhancing India’s defence
capabilities in the strategi-
cally significant Indian
Ocean Region (IOR).
Located just 40 km from
the Six Degree Channel,

The project comprises a port,
airport, and power plant. aFp

one of the world’s busiest
sea trade routes connect-
ing the Gulf of Aden and
the Malacca Strait, Great
Nicobar occupies a critical
position along global ship-
ping lanes. Government of-
ficials said the project

would reduce India’s de-
pendence on foreign trans-
shipment ports and streng-
then its ability to monitor
and secure vital Sea Lanes
of Communication.

The proposed green-
field airport, approved by
the Union Cabinet and to
be operated by the Indian
Navy, is expected to signifi-
cantly improve maritime
domain awareness, logis-
tics support, and rapid de-
ployment capabilities. The
airport is also expected to
promote tourism, officials
said. It is understood that
five sites, including INS
Baaz at Campbell Bay, were
assessed before Galathea
Bay was selected for the
airport. Technical con-
straints, limited expansion
possibilities, and environ-

mental concerns reported-
ly made the expansion of
INS Baaz unviable.

Extensive studies
Addressing concerns over
environmental impact and
tribal rights, officials said
the project has undergone
extensive environmental
assessments involving in-
stitutions such as the Zoo-
logical Survey of India, Wil-
dlife Institute of India and
the Salim Ali Centre for Or-
nithology and Natural His-
tory. Of the island’s total
area, only 166.1 square ki-
lometres have been ear-
marked for development,
while more than 81% will
continue to remain under
forests, biosphere re-
serves, national parks and
tribal conservation zones.

09J6. Nicobar project will enhance maritime security: officials

HAFRAT & AR, fAPTR TRIASTT T JIaT FI Ygg Hh

A dedicated conserva-
tion package worth ¥2,220
crore over 30 years has
been planned to protect
wildlife, including leather-
back turtles, Nicobar me-
gapodes and crocodiles, as
well as coral reefs and
mangrove ecosystems. The
official confirmed that that
no physical displacement
of tribal communities is
proposed and that consul-
tations were conducted
with tribal welfare authori-
ties and representative
bodies.

Besides strategic gains,
the project is expected to
generate over one lakh di-
rect and indirect employ-
ment opportunities, pro-
viding a  significant
economic boost to the is-
land region.

e Great Nicobar Island Development Project: Strategic airport and maritime hub planned
I e g R afater. s gars argst 3k wadt Fg #r Jeren
e Under the Great Nicobar Island Development Project, India plans to invest around ¥13,000

crore to build a dual-use airport and runway for both civilian and Navy operations, said a
senior official with the Ministry of Defence on Monday.

Je faREr g e aR@ierar & sideta amd ArTien 3R A8 2l JehR & el g
&fa-39ef gar$ 37331 3K WA & AT & T S9Te7T 13,000 U5 $9F 7 fdaer kel
GISTAT ST 38T &, TS SATAhRT BIHTR T &I AATGT & Ueh IS ATHRT &

e According to sources in the Ministry, the project, expected to be completed within five years,
will be jointly funded by the Ministry along with the Ministry of Civil Aviation.

FATST o Al & AR, Tg TRV, T ter @it ¥ qoT gleY T 39T &, T&T FHATeT AT
AR 35T HATT SIRT GIFT TG I faoN e i Sireaf|
e The government views the initiative as a strategic investment aimed at strengthening

maritime security, boosting regional connectivity and enhancing India’s presence in the
Indo-Pacific region.

IR SH TGl 1 WAL AT Tgo e, &1 Huh FoTl T fEg-srerier &1 7 o v sureafa
T AT Lot & 368 H T AR 2T & &7 7 @l g

Four components
IR 97 Y HCHh

e Elaborating about the project, the official said the project comprises four major components
— an International Container Transshipment Port (ICTP), a joint-user greenfield airport
and Naval Air Station, a modern township, and a power plant.

IR & IR A fIFAR & T g ATUHNT 7 g b $6H IR TH@ aeah MfAe & — T
U, Ueh Imyfask Aty qur v faega @+ |

e Together, these projects are expected to transform Great Nicobar into a key maritime and
economic hub while enhancing India’s defence capabilities in the strategically significant
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Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

ol T8 IRASIAT3HT & TFFcT JoiTd & AT FARIETR T Teh HgcaqoT TG Td T gy
aREfcld e TUT AARS gite § AgcaquT e AETARIR &1 3 87T i 6T &TACI31 1 goo
T T 3TIET &

Located just 40 km from the Six Degree Channel, one of the world’s busiest sea trade
routes connecting the Gulf of Aden and the Malacca Strait, Great Nicobar occupies a critical
position along global shipping lanes.
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Government officials said the project would reduce India’s dependence on foreign
transshipment ports and strengthen its ability to monitor and secure vital Sea Lanes of
Communication.
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The proposed greenfield airport, approved by the Union Cabinet and to be operated by the

Indian Navy, is expected to significantly improve maritime domain awareness, logistics
support, and rapid deployment capabilities.
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The airport is also expected to promote tourism, officials said.
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It is understood that five sites, including INS Baaz at Campbell Bay, were assessed before
Galathea Bay was selected for the airport.
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Technical constraints, limited expansion possibilities, and environmental concerns reportedly
made the expansion of INS Baaz unviable.
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Extensive studies
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Addressing concerns over environmental impact and tribal rights, officials said the project has
undergone extensive environmental assessments involving institutions such as the
Zoological Survey of India, Wildlife Institute of India and the Salim Ali Centre for
Ornithology and Natural History.
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Of the island’s total area, only 166.1 square kilometres have been earmarked for
development, while more than 81% will continue to remain under forests, biosphere reserves,
national parks and tribal conservation zones.
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A dedicated conservation package worth ¥2,220 crore over 30 years has been planned to
protect wildlife, including leatherback turtles, Nicobar megapodes and crocodiles, as well
as coral reefs and mangrove ecosystems.
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